
 



WANT TO JOIN US? 

 

Website:  https://ontariobordercollieclub.com/obcc-home 
 

On September 22, 1984, the Ontario Border Collie Club was 

formed near King City, Ontario. An enthusiastic group had 

gathered for a trial near Winchmore farm, and they sat down 

after supper on Saturday night to draw up the aims and 

objectives of the new club. 
 

The primary objective of the club is to promote the traditional 

herding ability of the Border Collie by holding trials and training 

clinics. The club also encourages obedience and other non- 

traditional uses of the dog. 
 

It was decided to publish a newsletter a few times each year to 

keep members up to date on upcoming activities. The club 

members are mainly farm people with a high regard for and a 

common interest in the Border Collie. We want to maintain the 

dog’s natural working instinct and hope to prevent it turning into 

nothing more than another show dog, 
 

If you have an interest in working dogs on stock, or are interested 

in being an informed spectator at sheep dog trials, please fill out 

the online membership form and send it along with your cheque 

to:  Kim Gretton, 309 Lorneville Road, Woodville, ON  K0M 2T0. 

 

 From the Editor ~ 
 

It is with a feeling of poignancy that I write these 
words, since this is my final editorial note. I have been 
involved with the newsletter since 2014 as 
photographer, layout and design editor and for the 
past two years, wearing the bib of editor-in-chief as 
well.  It has been a good run, but I now feel that I must 
pass the baton. Yes, it has felt like a race over hurdles 
at times, but I felt rewarded as each issue crossed the 
finish line to publication. 
 
Through association with our dear family friend, the 
club was able to enjoy special printing rates for those 
years.  Regrettably, that print shop did not survive the 
Covid-19 pandemic economic crisis. Given the current 
situation, I have not been able to source another print 
shop since I do not feel comfortable going “out in the 
world” right now.  Consequently, this issue will be 
available in digital format only. I expect that this will 
continue for future issues.   
 
Under extraordinary times and by complying with 
extraordinary measures, the club was able to offer 
several trials and events during the year. 
Understandably, no spectators were permitted so I 
was not able to be there with my cameras.  How I 
missed that! I always enjoy seeing the dogs work on 
the trial field and being able to capture some of that 
awesome athleticism gives me joy. Rebecca gamely 
borrowed my long lenses and tried to grab some 
photos when she could.  I am grateful that she did and 
that she has allowed me to use them in this newsletter. 
 
Until we meet again, stay well and be safe. 

 
Michelle  

 
As I step down as the content editor for the OBCC, I 
can say it was a rewarding experience. I thoroughly 
enjoyed working with Michelle. She is a great talent! It 
was always fun to get the first look at the newsletter – 
from its inception to the final print. However, I live in 
Northeastern Ontario which is virtually nowhere near 
any OBCC member. I am also unable to attend many 
of trials and learning opportunities that the club puts 
on every year. This makes it difficult to really get to 
know the members and to get a feel for what content 
they might want in the newsletter. I certainly plan on 
being involved with the Club as much as is possible. I 

truly hope 2021 will be better for us all.  
Kris 
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2020 COMMITEES 

Trials: 
Tracy Hinton; Janet Fahey; 
Carol Guy; John Palmer 

Learning & 
Outreach: 

 Jane Kessler 
Susan Shipton; Anne Wheatley 

Fundraising: Pamela Hall 

Nominating: 
Rebecca Lawrence; Victoria 
Lamont 

 

obcceditor@gmail.com 

  

2021 Newsletter contribution deadlines to be announced  

2 Issues in 2020:  Winter/Spring; Summer/Fall 
 

Opinions expressed are the opinions of the author(s) and are not 

necessarily those of the OBCC. 

Cover Photo: Oakley at Jimmie’s Farm by Rebecca Lawrence 
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Message from the President 
 
What a year it has been.  The Covid pandemic has swept the world and has not spared Ontario.  As of now, in December, 
Ontario is locked down (retail, restaurants and gyms are closed) in Toronto and Peel.  The rest of the province is in 
various stages of shutdown.  We have had more than 130,000 Ontarians sickened and 3,800 dead.   Vaccines are on 
the horizon bringing hope that we can return to a normal life late in 2021. 
 
Notwithstanding that, our little Club pulled off a pretty good season.  We lost a couple of trials, notably Grass Creek, 
because gatherings were limited to small numbers by order of Public Health.   But then trial hosts and managers and 
handlers figured out how to hold them legally and safely.  Social distancing—for practical purposes that means no 
handlers’ dinners, no gathering around a scoreboard, no huddling in a handlers’ tent.  Separating novice handlers and 
open handlers on different fields.   Portapotties spaced well apart, doors propped open when not in use.  The US-Canada 
border is closed to non-essential travel—so we missed our US friends and held smaller trials.  We were able to run a full 
Championship program. 
 
All told, it was pretty good.   Amanda’s 80 Acres trial was the first, then Victoria’s aptly named Pandemic Trial, then 
Shepherd’s Crook, Indian River, and finally Butternut Creek.   The smaller events were easier to manage and it was good 
to have all classes, from NN to Open, on one day.  All judges were local. 
 
In addition, our Learning and Outreach Committee organized an online Zoom clinic for member with Scott Glen (his first), 
two days of lessons by Mary Thompson and a day of training with Tracy Hinton.  A film called A Conversation with 
Amanda Milliken, discussing the origins of the OBCC and the CBCA and other good stuff, is near completion. 
 
And two excellent newsletters were produced.  Thanks are due to Michelle and Kris for their years of work. 
 
I have enjoyed my time as President.   I want to thank Board members—you were a pleasure to work with.  And thanks 
of course to trial hosts, managers and judges.  Thanks to Committee members who keep things moving along. 
 
I wish the incoming Board the best of luck and I look forward to another good season of trialing and learning in 2021. 
 
 

Tara   
 

 

 

 

 

2021 MEMBERSHIP REMINDER 

 If you haven’t sent in your renewal yet, please remember to do so!  The annual costs are: 
 

$30.00 for single   OR   $35.00 for family 
 

Membership is required for eligibility for championship points.   Points for a dog may be accumulated toward the year-end 
awards only by OBCC members in good standing at the time of the trial. Points will not be awarded retroactively.  
 

Membership also entitles you to receive our newsletters.  The contents of these include trial reports, informative articles, 
member profiles and photo features.  
 

Please download the form from www.ontariobordercollieclub.com, complete and mail the form along with your cheque to 
the OBCC Treasurer:   

Kim Gretton, 309 Lorneville Road, Woodville, ON    K0M 2T0 
 

Electronic fund transfer is also available.  Please contact Kim at treasurerobcc@gmail.com for details. 
 

New members are always welcome! 
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PRIVATE LESSONS WITH MARY THOMPSON 
 

Learning and Outreach Committee All article photos by Anne Wheatley                   June 20 - 21 

 
The Learning and 
Outreach Committee had 
planned months ahead to 
hold a clinic with Mary 
Thompson in June, but 
when COVID arrived in 
March the plan changed to 
accommodate the need for 
social distancing. Two 
days of lessons were 
instead held at Jane 
Kessler and Bruce 
Copeman’s beautiful 
Scouts Run Farm on Lake 
Ontario on June 20 and 21, 
2020. 
 
 

The following are comments from some of the handlers who were there. 
 
Anne: 
As a member of the Learning and Outreach Committee I was excited that, in the midst of a pandemic, we could figure out 
a way to put on an event for the club and respect the health and safety protocols. This was the first in person attempt at 
that. The weather was beautiful. The event went really well!  
 
 
Rebecca: 
Gorgeous weather at a gorgeous location! The Outreach 
Committee had everything well prepared on site and provided 
great beforehand information. Mary provided me with some 
good tips to help straighten my drive with Key so that I can better 
help her instead of confusing the task. Mary also suggested 
other whistles tones to try.  Méabh enjoyed her turn on sheep.  
 
Thank you to the Learning and Outreach Committee and to 
Mary! 
 
 
Geneviève: 
What a beautiful weekend we had!!!! Thank you to the Learning 
and Outreach Committee for this great initiative in this uncertain 
time of COVID-19. We were received in an exemplary manner 
by Jane Kessler and her husband. A perfect environment to 
learn, especially with the good advice of Mary Thompson! 
Friendship, laughing, dogs, sheep, good food - what more could 
you ask!!! 
 
 
Louise: 
Mary’s pointers and advice were spot on.  
 
I can’t thank Jane, Mary and all the rest enough who contributed 
their time and the extra effort required to make this event even 
possible.  
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cath: 
I asked Mary to help Oakley and me with driving. Mary offered a driving exercise involving me standing still and Oakley 
driving a large square around me. We practiced driving in both directions and Mary suggested I be aware of how the sheep 
reacted to my dog and the draw as the sheep moved in the square.  
 
It went quite well under Mary’s direction. 
 
 
Susan: 
Covid dashed the planned Mary Thompson Driving Clinic, changing it to private lessons. But due to Mary’s generosity as 
an instructor and her energizer bunny energy, the day became a terrific hybrid of private lessons and clinic. 
 
Handlers got directed instruction out on the field, then returned to the shade tent where Mary gave a ‘download’ analysis so 
that participants awaiting their turn, socially distanced of course, got the benefit of the lessons of those who went before. 
This provided for a unique structure in which to learn from one of the best, as well as from one another. 
 
Indelible memories include watching Mary tromping at a hearty clip across the field in the late afternoon of a still sweltering 
day; instructing, encouraging and problem solving with the same energy she had in the morning with the first team. 
 
And later - Mary, still game for action, taking a pre-dinner dip in the lake with her passel of collies. 
 
What a great day! 
 
 
Jane: 
Thank you to all who participated in and helped out for our first event at Scouts Run Farm.   
 
And kudos to Mary for agreeing to make the trek east and contributing 150%. 
 
Lovely to see old friends and delighted to make new ones.  
 
The award for most miles driven goes to our new pals, Geneviève and Annie-Claude!   
 
Look forward to seeing everyone back in 2021. 
  



HANDLING SKILLS DAY WITH TRACY HINTON 
  

By Lori Ledingham All article photos by Jane Kessler                               July 13 

The heat and humidity of summer happily subsided just in time for the July 13, 2020 Learning and Outreach Committee’s 
Handling Clinic with Tracy Hinton at Applewood Ridge Farm. With pandemic protocols firmly in place, the participants and 
their dogs gathered for a day of learning and skills improvement. 
 
Notably this clinic fell just as some lockdowns were being lifted 
in Ontario so, in addition to the natural good cheer and 
anticipation, there was also a feeling in the air that someday life 
might return to normal. 
 
Looking out at the field with its small, rolling knolls and many 
trees, my initial (Novice) reaction was, "Oh Dear." 
 
After we learned the Novice course, Tracy suggested a walk-
through and we quickly confirmed the various challenges. In 
addition to the typical pressure, the small hills and trees created 
unique problems for the dogs and handlers. It would be hard for 
the dog to see the sheep as he/she went on the outrun. 
 
Tracy's answer - Trust. Your dog really needs to trust you, especially when the sheep are out of view. 

 
In addition, we looked at the lie of the land. Another challenge! Both 
the sheep and the dogs will inevitably be influenced by the slight 
down or uphill variations. So, handlers must take this into account 
and adjust commands to keep sheep and dog on track. 
 
Over the course of the day, it became clear to me that Tracy likely 
uses this field because it is so challenging. Lots of room to make 
mistakes, practise and try again. Messing up just allows more 
opportunities for growth and improvement. 
 
Tracy's leadership throughout the day was always positive and 
empathetic. It was so reassuring for a Novice to hear such an 
experienced handler share her own challenges with dogs, sheep, 
courses, weather and more. 
 

At the end of the day, we left with lots of ideas and some specific homework. Most of all, we were buoyed up by Tracy's 
supportive, judicious guidance. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



TRIALING IN THE TIME OF COVID 
  

By Victoria Lamont 80 Acres SDT, August 1 -3  

It was inevitable. When the Ontario Government announced that 
outdoor gatherings of up to 100 people would be allowed, there 
would be sheepdog trials again. After four months of sheltering in 
place, social distancing, and rationed toilet paper, trialers from 
Ontario and Quebec gathered (at a distance) at the 80 Acres field 
in Kingston, Ontario, hosted by Amanda Milliken, and judged by 
Lorna Savage.  
 
Normally a three-day warm up for the Kingston Sheepdog trials, 
attracting handlers from all over North America and beyond, 80-
Acres, Pandemic Style, was an intimate affair due to the closure 
of the Canada-U.S. border. Still, it was gratifying to see what a 
thriving community we have here. With handlers from across 
Ontario and Quebec, we were able to put together two full days 
of runs.  
 
 

I’m not a big fan of pandemics, but still, Canadians are tailor made for them. We do 
rules really well, and that was on full display all weekend. Everyone brought masks, 
and wore them during handlers meetings and other gatherings. Instead of one big 
handlers’ tent, we set up our own “bubbles” and kept our distance. For the first time 
that I can remember, I did not have to kick anyone out of my chair. The doors to the 
toilet were propped open between uses to allow those pesky viruses to disperse. 
Each handler sanitized the pen rope before our run. Nobody complained.  
 
Even though we missed our American friends, The Canadian-only entry created 
opportunities we have not had for a long time, including the ability to run all three 
levels of classes in one day. This allowed for an atmosphere of camaraderie 
between new and experienced handlers. Amanda Milliken was full of praise for the 
control demonstrated in the well-subscribed novice-novice class. Handlers kept 
their cool, and the dogs treated the sheep well. The pro-novice class included young 
dogs like Tracy Hinton’s Mead and Amanda Milliken’s Dar alongside the recently 
moved up Jordan Markowski and Hendrix. I enjoyed learning how to handle a young 
dog from some of the old hats, and watching newer handlers progress. The open 
class was about half the usual size, with about 33 entries, but there were still a lot 
of quality runs.  
 
As I write this many weeks past the deadline, a vaccine is on the horizon, and there’s hope that we might be able to return 
to some semblance of normalcy. If that happens, I will look back on the pandemic trials season with fondness. It was great 
to be reminded what a vibrant community of sheepdog trialers we have here in Ontario.  
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TRIALS VIGNETTES: SOCIAL DISTANCING AND COVID PREP 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

80 Acres – First Trial of the Year                          Photo by Amanda Milliken 80 Acres Prize Giving: “Catch!”        Photo by Rebecca Lawrence 

80 Acres – Class Photos…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. by Anne Wheatley 

Masked Janet moving the outhouse at Jimmie’s Farm 

Photo by Rebecca Lawrence 

Familiar sight this year: Lorna judging 

(At Handy Dog) Photo by Michelle Lawrence 



SHEPHERD’S CROOK SUMMER FUN 
  

By Kelly Morrow August 15 

What was supposed to be an overcast and rainy day 
turned out to be sunny with a beautiful breeze. There were 
15 handlers that came out to practice a double lift. It made 
it very easy to social distance. The course itself was quite 
challenging as it was spread over two fields. There were 
different options for running the course so everyone could 
adapt to their own comfort level.  
 
I have included a sketch to help illustrate the course. 
When you look at the sketch the squiggly line across the 
middle is a split rail fence filled with trees and bushes. You 
had to send your dog to the left first. The dog had to find 
the gap in the fence to go through to pick up the 4 sheep. 
I had to laugh as Spot looked back at me a couple of times 
with that “are you sure” look but then proceeded until he 
found it. 
 
Position 1 is the post and set the dog up best to find the 
gap. You could also send from P2 but it was a little more 
challenging at that angle but you were closer to the gap. 
Starting at P3 eliminated you from having to go through the 
gap and also allowed you to see the sheep. The majority of 
handlers started at the post but moved up to help their dogs 
if they needed to. 
 
Once you picked up the sheep the drop off point was at the 
X (cone) past the fetch panels. You then sent your dog to 
the right to pick up the second group of 4 sheep.  
 
The majority of sheep in the first pack tended to continue 
on through the gap. There were a few that decided to stay 
on the side they were on and move along or in some cases 
into the fence line. There were a couple of ewes that 
decided to stay a while in bushes. Once you had picked up 
the second group you had to bring them parallel with the 
first group before you could send your dog to pick up the 
first group and head for the post. The first pack of sheep 
tended to head towards the exhaust, so the person hazing 
had to keep them on the field until the second pack came 
through. Once around the post you headed back to the 
middle gap and left around the cone towards the first gap 
where you went left back through the first gap and then up 
to the shedding ring. Once you split the group you took the 
four sheep to the pen.  
 
The course time was 12 minutes. There were a few that did 
make it all the way around the course. Because it was a fun 
day, everyone had a chance at doing the double lift at 
whatever level they were at.  
 
A big thank you to Susan Moore, Jane Kessler, Susan 
Shipton, Rebecca Lawrence and John Milloy who came out 
to help so that the day would run smoothly. A special thanks 
to Kevan, Kim and Tracy who hosted the event. Hopefully 
we will be able to do it again someday. 
  

Photos by Rebecca Lawrence 



PANDEMIC TRIAL AT HANDY DOG  
  

By Rebecca Lawrence September 5 - 7 

Our second trial of the year took place at the home of Victoria 
Lamont and John Straube over the Labour Day Weekend in 
September.  Viki Kidd’s flock of sheep were in great shape 
and ready for the challenges of running all 3 classes plus 
Nursery and  Ranch classes.  Viki had enlisted some help 
from her 4H group, and they did an excellent job of running 
the set-out pens all weekend. A dirty and hard job, but 
everytime I saw the team, they were smiling.  
 

Due to Covid-19, there were a few changes to the normal trial 
set up.  Humans weren’t the only ones practicing social 
distancing, the travel trailers were also spread out across 2 
fields!  Lots of antibactierial hand wipes were on hand thanks 
to a shout out by Victoria on the Facebook group. Way to go 
to the club members for helping out.    The Novice classes 
were held in one field, with the Open being held in Victoria’s 
hay field behind the house.  Lorna Savage graciously stepped 
up to be our Judge for this trial, and a big thank you to her. 
She worked hard with so many classes per day to judge.   
 

Saturday was beautfully warm and perfect for running sheep 
in the Novices classes, with a lot of new faces stepping up to 
the post in the Novice-Novice class!  I hope we get to see 
more of them at future trials.   
 

 

Photo by Kim McClure 
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I was particularly excited/nervous to run on the Open field, 
as I missed my opportunity last year.  It was the first time 
I’ve finished an Open course, including the shed, so I’m 
always going to have great memories of this trial!  There 
was some really great dog work that took place; I was 
especially impressed with how well Jones, a young dog, 
did with Viki.   The tie between Kevan/Bud and 
Amanda/Howell was broken with a run-off, with the latter 
team coming out on top!   
 

Saturday’s Handler’s dinner was well attended with 
everyone social distancing across Victoria and John’s 
lawn.   A special thank you to the 4H Club for their 
catering, it went down a treat with the hungry audience.  
Prizes were distributed for the first day of running with new 
OBCC member, Jana Vleuten winnning the special prize 
of an EXTREMELY large zucchini, with the help of her 
boy, Dawg, and his “most pees around a course!”   
 

 

 
A change took place for Open 2, with a dogleg lift. I might have done better that round if I hadn’t told my dog the wrong 
flanks!  Oops, live and learn!  While there wasn’t a runoff this go round, there were a lot of very close scores.   
 

Monday’s double lift was a bit of a dreary day weather wise, but Victoria and her team were raring to go!  After a bit of a 
slow start but good sheep work being done by some young dogs, Amanda stepped to the post with her old gal Dorey, and 
laid down a smoking run in record time!   There was some really nice dog work being done by the teams, and I’m glad I 
stayed to watch and learn!   
 

Thanks to Victoria, John and Viki’s planning, we were all wrapped up by the noon, so that people could beat the traffic 
home.  What a successful trial it was, held during extraordinary times! 

  

Photo by Michelle Lawrence 

Photo by Kim McClure 

Jana Vleuten wins the giant 

zucchini! 
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SHEPHERD’S CROOK FALL TRIAL 
  

By Amanda Milliken September 5 - 7 

We are Sheep Dog Handlers.  
2020 has made it difficult to 
ply our trade. 
 
The week before the 
Shepherd’s Crook Fall Trial, 
the Provincial government 
modified their crowd size 
guidelines from 100 to 
twenty-five.  Tracy Hinton 
scrambled to present a 
compelling case to her local 
Health Unit, that explained 
how she could honour the 
directive and maybe have 
more than 25 people in 
attendance but spread over a 
couple of areas.  They 
agreed to her proposal.  The 
trials were a go. 
 
The setting was new for Shepherd’s Crook: the set out was on the east end of the trial field.  
Normally, the sheep have been spotted from the location of the current post.  It worked to turn 
things around, literally. 
 

The outrun was difficult.  The field undulates more than 
is apparent until the sheep disappear in the fetch.  The 
spotting was in a low spot, requiring the outrunning dogs 
to exercise some imagination about where the sheep 
were located.  Plenty were fooled into a crossover trap, 
outraging their handlers in the process, sapping the life 
out of an otherwise good run.  The drive away panels 
were two hundred yards out.  A combine was working 
noisily across the concession, and a fair few dogs got 
snagged in hearing problems, dutifully bringing their 
sheep back to handler, instead of onto the cross drive.  
Woe was such a handler.  Turning onto the cross drive 
reminded most of the sheep about how much they 
adored their old pasture dead ahead and they were off at 
such a clip; steering into the panel was tricky, and tight 
turn at the panel, trickier still.  All these challenges added 
up to score depredation.  Low scores abounded.  

 
 

The sheep were seasoned ewes, in exemplary condition, with a couple 
of taciturn exceptions, that could have worn billboard signs, saying, 
“Will not play—not for sex, money or second cut alfalfa hay”.   There 
were lots of sheep.  They grazed comfortably in an idyllic exhaust, lush 
green grass, friends, water, spa space.   The trial managers had gone 
to a lot of work to obscure it from the field with tarps over snow fence.  
The sheep came to long for its charms by the second day of the trial.  
The draw to the north, which sucked the sheep off the fetch line, was 
replaced by a draw behind the post.  The sheep were spirited ovine 
participants throughout the trial, making enjoyable sport. 
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Tara Dier sorted the runs.  I heard no complaints.  A triumph in 2020.   
 
Kevan and Kim Gretton are due the hosting thanks.  Tracy Hinton was our go-to for all things organizational. Thank you all 
for the outstanding weather, for which I’m certain you will willingly take credit.  It was loverly. 
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FALL COLOURS TRIBUTE:  FORFAR SDT AND JIMMIE’S NOVICE SDT 
  

By Mary Thompson October 3 - 4 

FORFAR  
 
I normally find the drive to and from trials tedious and boring, with 
the dogs always saying; are we there yet?  Not so for the Oct. 3rd 
and 4th farm trials held at Forfar and Elgin, Ontario.  The trip along 
Hwy 15 from Elginburg brought a new vista of spectacular views 
around every sweeping bend.  My eyes were literally shocked by 
the vivid fall colours of so many brilliant trees; crimson red, fire 
orange, glorious gold, dandelion yellow, blood burgundy, apricot 
peach…you get the picture.  I think my favourites were the still 
partially green maples with the outer limb tips frosted in brilliant 
red……wow! 
 
 
 

Leslie Gamble’s Forfar farm is a lovely location just off a small paved road.  The 
open trial was held on a new field this year closest to Meyers Sideroad, with a 
combined flock of Border and North Country Cheviots.  There are three fields set 
adjacent to each other, separated by thick hedgerows with a tractor gap at the 
bottom in each field.  As the open class got started, it was very apparent during 
the first run that the sheep were going to be challenging, and the strong draw 
flowed right past the pen gate on both sides directly to the gap in the hedge row.  
A handler soon learned not to give up the draw side, however that made it almost 
impossible to pen.  Hence, there was only one pen in the first go around.  It was 
akin to balancing three dancing sheep on a pin head right in front of the pen gate 
with sheep that didn’t respect the pressure from the handler, leaving the dog to 
cover every side with clever “I know the way to the barn yard” sheep.  Any 
attempt to halt their full-on charging flight through the hedgerow gap and flimsy 
electro net was a dangerous proposition for the exhausting handler.  The judge, 
Lorna Savage, instructed the exhaust handler to be a presence there with their 
dog, but not to get in the way of a charging ewe(s) bent on escape. 
 

For the second class, the pen was shifted to the right of the post with the gate 
opening towards the draw which enabled the dog to have a bit more control of 
the sheep.  However, the heavies in the group still had no regard for the handler’s 
position and many of them simply pushed between pen gate and person, or over 
the person, showing little respect.  Four handlers managed to pen in the 2nd go-
round.  Mulling this over later, I realized that many of us get used to training our 
dogs in fully fenced fields on fully broke sheep, and not having that reliable 
barrier kept everyone on the very “tippy tops” of their toes.   
 

Photos by Rebecca Lawrence 

Lorna judging               Photo by Anne Wheatley 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2nd round ended in a tie score.  Yours truly with Teagan, and Tracy Hinton and Lad went to the post for a full course 
runoff, and low and behold that ended in a 2nd tie!  That might be an OBCC record.  Another outrun, lift and fetch and the 
tiebreaker was won by Tracy and Lad…. congrats to them. 
 

Lovely weather, with challenging sheep……I couldn’t ask for anything more.  A special thanks to Leslie and Anne Wheatley 
for all the hard work putting on this trial, and to Mike Crellian for the heavy slugging in the pen. 
 

JIMMIE’S FARM 
 

Sunday, back up beautiful Hwy 15 to the novice trial at 
Jimmie’s Farm, hosted by Janet Fahey and Howard Sedding.  
Another lovely crisp fall day and a neatly trimmed hay field with 
a fence on the left side, and a knee-high row of grass on the 
right side forming the field’s edge and camouflaging a 
drainage ditch and rock driveway.  This edge was also broken 
at the top and bottom with a roadway 
 

We were treated to a flock of agile Scottish Blackface that 
moved as one and also knew where the road gaps were that 
led back to their home field.   Although not as big and heavy 
as the Forfar sheep, they were quick to spin and reverse 
direction, or stand and take the measure of the dog trying to 
move them along a line that they didn’t care to travel.   Several 
sets managed to escape through the gaps in the grassy ditch 
barrier at the top or bottom of the field, which was deemed to 
be off course, quickly ending the run.   
 

Anne Wheatley did a super job in the judge’s truck, Mike and Howard working the pens, Lorna doing all the set out, Rebecca 
collecting and putting the scores on-line, and Janet managing the overall flow of the trial.    
 

Everyone that attended these two trials were probably contemplating what went right and what when wrong during their 
runs, but I’m quite sure enjoyed the opportunity to be trialing in the glorious fall weather.  
I for one, appreciate all the trial hosts that have scrambled for approval to hold these fall trials in very “Covid 19” trying times.  
THANK YOU VERY MUCH! 
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INDIAN RIVER SDT 
  

By Patrick Gosselin October 17 - 18 

 
 
It’s always a pleasure to drive down to Indian River.  So many of my favorite 
memories originate from that farm and its owners. When I think of Indian River, 
I think of Cynthia, the first person I talked to when inquiring about SDT and 
OBCC back in 2016.  As [then] president, she was very passionate in sharing 
and promoting the Border Collie and the sport of Sheep Dog Trialing. It’s 
always a pleasure to see her. I think of John, a top handler that always has a 
word of encouragement and wisdom to bring back home. I really enjoy our 
conversations about dogs, handling, farming and life in general.  I think of the 
farm where I did my first trial in N/N with my 80 lb. dog, Max that same spring.  
We didn’t do that great on the field, but it was a comfortable place to start and 
grow.  I think of Drew and how he came in my life through that farm.  I think of 
our first Open run where he was born in the fall of 2019.  This year, my first 
win and highest score ever in PN with Kina, my 17 month bitch is added to the 
list.  
 
 
Indian River has been involved in SDT and 
OBCC for so long, I’m sure many handlers 
have a story or two to share as well.  
 
This weekend was great, and we should 

all be grateful for the opportunity to trial 

this year with COVID19.  Sheep were 

tough but fair, the field was tricky in 

Novice and long in Open, the organization 

was without reproach as usual.  Thanks to 

all the memories to come. 
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BUTTERNUT CREEK SDT 
  

By Tara Dier All article photos by Beth Devereux               November 7 - 8 

The report for this annual event frequently focusses on the 
weather.   It’s a November trial, always iffy in Ontario.   Many 
years ago, I attended this trial when wind and rain reduced 
a sturdy handlers’ tent to a pile of rubble.   Once I ran my 
dogs in horizontal rain, in my face.  Once there was an inch 
or two of snow on the ground.   We always had a good time, 
nevertheless. 
 
This year not only the weather was remarkable.   We are 
still in the grip of the Covid-19 pandemic.   Travel 
restrictions in Quebec meant those friends couldn’t travel 
here.   The US-Canada border is still closed to non-
essential travel so our US friends couldn’t come either.  
They were sorely missed, not only for the companionship 
but for the efforts they always contribute to setting up and 
running this trial. 
 
So, it was limited to Ontario handlers this year, a relatively small crowd.  We socially distanced—no handlers’ dinner, no 
scoreboard to gather around, no spectators.  But the weather—the weather blessed us with balmy breezes and sunny skies.   
Perfectly good weather for hanging out outside and chatting amiably with the person sitting six feet away. 
 

There was another world-shaking event at the same time:   
the US presidential election had taken place on Tuesday 
before the trial.   Most of us in the sheepdog world have been 
aching to be done with the chaos, dishonesty and 
incompetence of the Trump presidency.  There was a 
collective cheer from handlers at our little trial about mid-day 
Saturday, when Joe Biden was declared the winner of the 
election. 
 
The sheep and lambs ran well as always.   A full slate of 
Novice and Open trials ran twice.   The field was 
spectacular, still green and inviting.  There were enough 
dogs to make for good competition without long late days 
and a need to hurry things along.  It was just fine, despite 
the pandemic.   Lorna Savage, who has done great service 
judging many of our events when it has not been possible to 
import judges, called the shots.   Mike Crellian slugged it out 
in the pens again. 

 
The highlight of the weekend might have been Kevan 
Gretton’s Kai who ran for a 97 score, the second time this 
fall.   He easily won Open 2.   Amanda’s young Carl, in his 
second open trial, won the first round.  Florentine Maathuis 
and Darwin finished the year by winning both Novice 
Novice trials and the year’s Novice Championship.  Pro-
Novice winners were Mary Thompson’s Daisy in PN 1 and 
Patrick Gosselin’s Kina in PN 2. 
 
Many thanks to Amanda Milliken for overcoming 
limitations and offering this event again this year, and to 
the handlers who pitched in to set up, scribe, set sheep, 
exhaust the novice runs, post scores online and run food 
to the pen.  Last trial of the year.   See you in 2021 when 
we all hope Covid will have been dispatched. 
  



2020 TRIALS SCORES 
    

  



 

  



 

 


