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Spring has sprung… 



 
From the Editors  

 
If you haven’t done already 
please check out the 
changes to the website. 
 
Each area of the site now 
has its own dramatic slide 
show of many of the border 
collies we know working on 
sheep. Michelle Lawrence 
is our very talented club 
photographer.  
 
Her daughter, Rebecca, is 

the webmaster. Rebecca has added a members’ only 
section where we can access messages of interest to 
members, club business and newsletters.  
 
We can also now register to receive e-mail notification 
of changes made to the site. Handy when you want to 
be sure to see new trials or clinics posted. It’s easy to 
contact Rebecca via the site if you have comments or 
suggestions. Or let Lynn or me know your thoughts. 
Michelle, Rebecca, Lynn and I are the 
Communications Committee for 2015. And if you prefer 
receiving a pdf of the newsletter, or simply viewing it on 
the site, rather than a mailed copy, let us know. 
 
Anne Wheatley & Lynn Johnston 
wheats@sympatico.ca or 
lynn.johnston1979@gmail.com 
 
 
Official OBCC photographer: Michelle Lawrence. 
Cover: Michelle Lawrence (at Frogmorton Farm). 
Additional Photos provided by Anne Wheatley, Helen 
Knibb, Cynthia Palmer, Tara Dier. 
 
 
It’s been a long winter and we the editors feature for 
your entertainment some handler foot fashion. This 
footwear choice allows for blocking of a tight outrun or 
a wrong flank… 

 

WANT TO JOIN US? 
On September 22, 1984, the Ontario Border Collie 
Club was formed near King City, Ontario. An 
enthusiastic group had gathered for a trial near 
Winchmore farm, and they sat down after supper on 
Saturday night to draw up the aims and objectives of 
the new club. 
 

The primary objective of the club is to promote the 
traditional herding ability of the Border Collie by 
holding trials and training clinics. The club also 
encourages obedience and other non-traditional uses 
of the dog. 
 

It was decided to publish a newsletter a few times 
each year to keep members up to date on upcoming 
activities. The club members are mainly farm people 
with a high regard for and a common interest in the 
Border Collie. We want to maintain the dog’s natural 
working instinct and hope to prevent it turning into 
nothing more than another show dog, 
 

If you have an interest in working dogs on stock, or 
are interested in being an informed spectator at sheep 
dog trials, please fill out the online membership form 
and send it along with your cheque to:  Sheri Purcell,  
4471 Devitts Rd, Blackstock, On L0B 1B0 

 

2015 Club Officers 
 

PRESIDENT   VICE PRESIDENT    
Teresa Castonguay   Cynthia Palmer 
development@westben.ca    cynthiarpalmer@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER 

Sheri Purcell 

sheripurcell@gmail.com 

 

DIRECTOR SECRETARY      

Tracy Hinton Andrea deKenedy 
tracyahinton@gmail.com    adek@waldin.ca 

 

Newsletter Co-Editors 
Anne Wheatley Lynn Johnston 

wheats@sympatico.ca lynn.johnston1979@gmail.com

  

Newsletter contribution deadline: 3 weeks before 

issue date: Jan 15, Apr 21, July 21, Oct 21. 

Webmaster: Rebecca Lawrence 

obccwebsite@gmail.com 

Opinions expressed are the opinions of the author;   

not necessarily of OBCC. 
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 Message from the President  

 
The never ending winter had a few bright (but cold) spots.   
The Outreach Committee organized a very successful clinic as well as lessons with Corey Perry at the end of 
March – a full report can be found in this newsletter.  Their new initiative – a series of lessons with Mary 
Thompson – is starting in May.   
 
The Board polled our members about the delivery of the newsletter in our efforts to be more efficient with our 
budget. While less than half of our members responded it did help us clarify some of our communication 
challenges.  We often do not have current email addresses for members – I would urge you to send us a 
message via the website with up to date information about how you want us to communicate with you. 
 
Thanks to Tracy Hinton, we also surveyed members for their opinions on what we should concentrate on in 
the coming year.  A report on your responses is included in this newsletter. 
 
Last May saw the passing of Jan Weir, wife of long time member Ivan Weir.  Our deepest condolences go to 
Ivan.  Ivan and Jan have been instrumental in the development of working border collies as well as helping in 
organizing trials and supporting the OBCC in many endeavours.  Jan will be missed – a tribute to her can be 
found in this newsletter.  
 
And with heavy hearts we mark the passing of Vergil Holland, a respected trainer, handler, judge and teacher 
and a good friend to many in Ontario. 
 
In the January newsletter I listed the following goals for 2015. Here they are again with a short status report. 
Or how the board and committees spent the winter! 
 
1. Continue to provide support and learning opportunities to novices; Successful March clinic, Pilot lessons 

model initiated for May, tentative plans for a 2nd summer Novice Trial 
2. Provide opportunities for Open handlers to polish advanced skills e.g. double lifts; preliminary plans for a 

Double Lift Training Opportunity in early summer 
3. Learn more about what the membership wants; Survey completed 
4. Investigate and implement changes to reduce the creation and delivery costs of our newsletter  i.e. online 

delivery; Polling of members completed 
5. Investigate opportunities to work with local sheep groups to promote border collie use; Tabled until 2016 
6. Implement a central repository of club key files that has appropriate backup and recovery. Microsoft One 

Drive Account established and files transferred 
 
Now starts the season to get our young (and old) dogs out on sheep in the fields again.  For those who had to 
take a complete winter break, time to assess what needs work.  For those who continued with “close to hand” 
work throughout the winter, time to get out and stretch our legs.  For those who got away somewhere warm 
and continued to work dogs – we are green with envy. 

 
 
Regards, 
Teresa Castonguay 
President, OBCC 

 



   

Starting right after the last Ontario trials in October, people 
started to talk about where they would go this winter to 
allow continued trialing and training. So in December and 
January we started to see trip plans materialize.  Where 
to, what day, how far, which trials, where to train and who 
to visit. It was exciting to see the plans and listen to 
anticipation of travelling and dog work.   
 
My new found job of virtual navigator started early in 
February when Anne, Cath, Andrea (and then Lynn 
joined) headed for Florida a day late after a winter storm 
delayed their departure.  My first job was to check the 401 
traffic as the trio set off from east of Toronto on a morning 
that saw many more “red zones” (congestion) on a 
normally congested highway.  After 
convincing the convoy to head to the 407 
(expensive toll road), I started back on my 
normal job checking on customers and 
scheduling my travel plans.  And then I 
thought, I should check the traffic coming up 
around London, Windsor, and the border.  
Google searches, Waze and local traffic sites 
became my friends as I looked for issues 
ahead.  Andrea was headed out in her new 
trailer and was a bit worried about the parking 
lot at the Red Roof Inn for their first night on 
the road.  I assured her after studying the 
GoogleEarth images that there were two 
driveways and good places at the rear of the 
building where there were pull through spots.  
Then it was the task of finding a place the 
group could go to dinner without unhooking.  
Local eating guides and Yelp gave me 
excellent guidance that I could relay to my 
friends so they didn’t always have to eat “chain” foods. 
The next couple of days were spent texting to check 
where my charges were and to see if they needed a gas 
station, weather report or traffic check. I shared a few 
exciting facts I discovered about places I had never been 
but could research as they drove nearby.  I felt a great 
sense of pride when they arrived safely at the first trial in 
Gay Georgia. 
 
Then came the:  find me a laundry mat, liquor store, 
grocery store and nail salon.  Some of the interesting 
information I got to investigate were liquor laws in various 
states, where the dry counties were…or the moist 
counties…TRUE it is called moist counties when 
restaurants can serve but there is no other establishments 
selling liquor.  In some states the passenger can have 
open alcohol…but no one went to those states.   
 
I was able to relay trial scores, how runs were going for 
the Canadians, and how the weather was in Florida to 
those of us left behind.  In turn I got to tell the new found 

Snowbirds how incredibly cold it was but besides having 
to plow constantly, those left behind were doing well.   
On the 15th of February I was headed down to meet 
everyone for a day of trialing at C54, three days of work 
in Miami and another day of novice trials at That’ll do.  I 
was my own navigator as I was delayed, had to change 
destination airports, change rental cars, and drive to the 
trial site at 1 am.  John was my virtual navigator for the 
final push to the trial site. Glad to finally arrive at C54, 
which is down a long, long dirt road and you think you 
might end up in a canal filled with alligators...but I didn’t!  
It was an enjoyable day and the warm sunny weather was 
spectacular!  I tried to send updates to those freezing at 
home for trial results and running commentary.  While the 
weather at home was bad, there was a winter freeze 
advisory for Miami; something that only happens every 5 
years or so.  It was certainly chilly; John and I headed to 
the beach in Malabar FL wearing fall coats and toques.   
 
I had to leave to fly home and would touch base with 
everyone regularly.  And then came the trip home for the 

Snowbirds.  Storms had been tearing through 
the I75 highway corridor.  One trialer headed 
north was stuck south of Atlanta for 3 days.  
John, Tim and Tracy were able to leave early 
on the Monday after the trial and after 
dropping Tim off at the Orlando Airport, the 
trek north began.  Now there were winter 
advisories for a storm headed through 
Atlanta so I was tasked to see where the 
north end of the storm was.  I found that 
estimating the end of a storm is not an exact 
science so John and Tracy were stuck in 
some super crappy weather the morning of 
day 2.  I was able to look at potential issues 
and traffic, where the road conditions 
improved…and how soon to a Starbucks.  A 
second storm through northern Ohio, 
Michigan and Ontario was predicted.  Tracy 
and John made it home just in advance of 
it…to really, really cold weather.  

 
Andrea, Kevan and Kim stayed an extra week and ran at 
Sheri Lee’s trial.  After leaving early on the Sunday, they 
stopped just before Atlanta.  One of the learning s was 
that they don’t sell RV antifreeze in the south – they don’t 
need it!  The trio got to experience the joys of Atlanta 
traffic and Waze and Googlemaps got some good work 
on my computer.  Day three homeward bound saw 
another winter storm in Ohio, Andrea pushed through but 
Kevan and Kim stopped because of some horrible driving 
conditions.  Always better safe than pushing through on 
icy roads.  I’m not sure Kevan’s kids, who were looking 
after Shepherd’s Crook agreed, they would have liked 
Kevan home a lot earlier.  Andrea stopped before Toronto 
because the weather was horrible.  Again, I got to do 
some virt nav work on hotels in Guelph and phone 
numbers for Swiss Chalet.  It is a triumph when there is 
an LCBO with pull through spots just before the hotel; and 
then Swiss Chalet delivers!  My charge was happy.  I was 
glad to see everyone home (especially John) and enjoyed 
my virtual trip with them all! 

TO FLORIDA TRIALS AND 
BACK VIRTUALLY…MOSTLY 

 

By Cynthia Palmer 

 



   

 
 
 
Someone suggested we need to have a winter 
relief arena fun trial every week in January and February. 
That somewhat tongue in cheek comment speaks to the 
relentless winters we have here in Ontario and the 
rustiness of our dogs, and of we as handlers, come the 
3rd week of March. 
 
This winter we are grateful for two arena trials that were 
organized through the generosity of Kim and Kevan 
Gretton and Viki Kidd and held at Seven Pines Stables 
near Oakwood, Ontario. The first was held on February 
1st and the second was held March 22. Both days were 
crispy cold but the sun shone brightly and we managed to 
stay warm. This effort was aided by hot coffee and 
breakfast goodies and by lunch time potluck soups, chilies 
and macaroni and other delectable mostly carbohydrate 
type offerings. 
 
 

 
 
 
I love arena trials. The notion of straight lines goes out the 
window. In fact most rules go out the window. The course 
is small. The pressure is great and the dogs are hyped. 
The audience though supportive seems in the mood to 
laugh and ooh and ahh. At $15.00 a run, an arena trial is 
a super fun way to spend a Sunday in the winter. 
 
The courses are the result of imagination. Usually Viki's 
imagination. It’s tough enough to pick up 3 nervous sheep 
and direct them through fetch panels that are but 20 ft 
from the top. Add a requirement to first bring the sheep 
around a post that’s away from the draw and a mere 15 
feet from the set point, and then through the fetch panels, 
and there's a challenge. Push sheep through a 2 ft wide 

 
 
chute, around a post right next to where their friends are 
waiting and into a pen that stops them from getting to their 
friends and wow…. Young dogs will lose their minds on 
occasion. People will cough as the dust flies. 
 
 

 
 
 
Each completed obstacle is worth 3 points. Ties are 
broken by the clock. If you completed all the obstacles and 
had a fast time, that was good. If you did it at 
both arena trials, you got a prize. Congratulations to Chris 
Knowlton and Spot who came 3rd in the Novice category,  
Viki Kidd and Carley who came 2nd, and Kelly Knowlton 
and Bryn who came first. In the Open category John 
Palmer and Preacher came 3rd, Viki and Reed came 2nd, 
and in first Kevan Gretton and Clint. 
 
Glen and I came 4th. Just sayin’... 
 

 
 
 
  

ARENA TRIALS 
 
 

Report by Anne Wheatley 

 



     



     



   

 
  
‘Campaign for Wool’, (OBCC newsletter, winter), explored 
the revival of interest in wool’s properties and uses across 
traditional industries and in new product innovation.  One 
aspect of the Campaign is the viability of small-scale, fibre 
flocks. This is of particular interest to the herding 
community where many small flock owners would value 
another revenue stream and a healthy and growing sheep 
industry is important to all handlers.  In some areas, small, 
wool-producers’ co-operatives have been formed, that 
focus on a specific breed of fibre sheep, or are 
distinguished by a regional topography.  These co-ops are 
finding new applications and markets for what has 
sometimes been considered a waste fibre.  This second 
article, takes a closer look at one ‘soil-to-soil’ production 
model known as ‘Fibershed’, and its regional affiliate, the 
‘Upper Canada Fibreshed’, (UCFS) based in central 
Ontario. 
 
The idea began in California when founder Rebecca 
Burgess made a commitment to designing, producing and 
wearing a prototype wardrobe with a special distinction. 
The fibres, dyes, manufacture and labour used in 
production were sourced from an area no larger than 150 
miles from the project’s origins.  Things were complicated 
by the fact that the skills and manufacturing equipment 
that would once have been used in textile production had 
long ago disappeared. So Burgess, and a team of artisans 
and local farmers, had to not only reconstruct the culture, 
knowledge and infrastructure around small-scale fibre 
and cloth production, but prove that it was economically 
viable.  The desire to reduce the carbon footprint, 
environmental pollutants and social impacts of large-scale 
textile and clothing manufacture, as well as reduce 
dependency on imported synthetic fabrics and dyes, soon 
caught the public imagination and the project quickly 
grew.   
 
Fibersheds are just one model for ‘small-scale, 
sustainable, regenerative fibre production and regional 
textile communities’. They bring together farmers and 
processors with artisans and designers so they can better 
source local product and stimulate the rural economy.  
Affiliate Fibersheds agree to some common principles, 
but are built on their own regional identity: the resource 
base is defined by a ‘clearly understood geography’; all 
the natural fibers and natural dyes used in production are 
grown in the region; and all the labor to create the goods 
is sourced in the region (there is some flexibility around 
this given the lack of infrastructure in some areas). There 
are now close to 30 similar projects modelled on the 
original, including four in British Columbia and one in 
Ontario.  

 
The concept of Fibershed is continuously evolving. In 
2011 Burgess founded Fibershed Marketplace, designed 
to help farmers and artisans work collaboratively in a 
green business model. It was a 2014 finalist in Martha 
Stewarts’s ‘American Made’ competition. In 2012, an 
education program to better inform the public of the merits 
of ‘regional and place-based clothing’ was launched. 
Promoting a ‘re-working of traditional, sustainable mixed 
farming practices’ recent activity has included research on 
wool production with a net carbon benefit (achieved 
through grazing on compost-applied rangelands); 
producing wool garments with a negative carbon foot print 
through local manufacture and use of renewable energy; 
research and funding to support drought resilience and 
diversity of forage and habitats on ranch lands and the 
creation of a new certification for Climate Beneficial fibre. 
A Fibershed inventory of California’s raw wool supply 
assessed the quality and quantity of nearly 45% of the 
state’s total production. Despite changes in breeding 
practices towards meat sheep, the survey concluded that 
a high proportion of fibre (approximately one third) was of 
a quality to wear next to the skin and the rest was still 
useful for other applications. 
 
Launched in 2013, our regional affiliate, Upper Canada 
Fibreshed, is made up of ‘fibre or colour producers, 
processors, farmers, or artisans’ living within a 250 mile 
radius of Toronto. It’s a large catchment area, designed to 
include as many existing producers as possible. The hope 
is that new fibresheds will emerge within this region along 
with the growth of mini mills. Founders Becky Polier and 
Jennifer Osborn discovered many similarities with the 
California context.  Ontario’s textile manufacturing base 
has all but disappeared, and where it does exist, there is 
limited market for locally produced fibre. Wool quality 
across Ontario flocks is inconsistent; wool is viewed as a 
by-product or waste product; there are few local fibre 
processing mills and these are back-logged with work.  
There seem to be no stimulus programs to support textile 
innovation and there is a lack of consumer awareness as 
to the impacts of large-scale textile production.  UCFS 
hopes to change that, and believes that raising the profile 
of wool can contribute to building an alternative farm 
income. While still in the early stages of development, 
UCFS is focusing this year on public education.  Farm 
memberships are reasonably priced and benefits include 
promotional materials and a web presence.   
 
This article is based on material from the following 
sources: 
 

Fibershed: http://www.fibershed.com/about/ 
Upper Canada Fibreshed:  
http://uppercanadafibreshed.ca/ or follow on 
Facebook. 
Fibershed Marketplace: 
http://www.fibershed.bigcartel.com/ 
Becky Polier and Jennifer Osborn.  ‘The 
fibreshed development model for livestock value 
chain diversity.’ Guelph Organic Conference, 
January 2015.  

FIBERSHED:  a new look at small-scale, 

regional, wool fibre production   
 

By Helen Knibb 
 

This is the second of a two part article. 

 
 

http://www.fibershed.com/about/
http://uppercanadafibreshed.ca/
http://www.fibershed.bigcartel.com/


   

 
March 28/29 was a cold and windy weekend with a sun 
trying its best, but it was Corey Perry who warmed the 
group of intrepid clinic goers by putting us and our young 
dogs through our paces, identifying a weak spot (or two!), 
then coaching the pair through it. Many of the issues were 
shared by multiple dogs, giving handlers the opportunity 
to both see the work and be the work. Corey stressed 
throughout the importance of developing a dog's feel for 
pressure. One Corey-ism: If you have to tell your dog 
where to be, he doesn't know where to be”. 
 
Preceded by a day of private lessons, participant’s 
feedback on Corey was overwhelmingly positive. 
Everyone appreciated his approachability, full attention to 
questions, equitable manner with handlers, and calm, 
quiet handling of dogs. 
 
He comes with an enviable background with stock and 
dogs: his initial contact with stock dogs (border collies 
specifically) was as a kid growing up on his grandparent’s 
farm.  They had cattle and almost always 1 or 2 border 
collies hanging around assisting in moving cattle, and 
various other chores.  Years later Richard Tipton, who 
was the founder of the Alberta Stock Dog Association, 
came to their local fair and did a stock dog demonstration. 
This was around 1992 and, recognizing that a good dog 
was needed for his family's cow calf operation which at its 
peak totaled about 700 head, Corey later bought his first 
registered border collie. He attended a training clinic with 
Dennis Gellings, bought some sheep and really got into 
the training.  
 
After transferring in 2001 with his oil company job to 
Drayton Valley, Alberta, he added a couple more dogs 
and started training and competing in earnest.  These 
days he has about 15-20 dogging sheep (Suffolk- cheviot 
cross), raising a few lambs but mainly for training, 
switching them out periodically to keep them fresh. 
Working around family and work commitments he attends 
8-10 trials a year, both field and arena trials, really 
enjoying competing with his dogs.  He also usually judges 
1 or 2 trials a year, and coaches a couple of clinics a year. 
He's been to Brazil a few times judging both sheep and 
cattle trials, and doing clinics. Some trialing highlights for 
Corey were the Meeker semi-finals with his Nursery dog 
Mirk, and raising and training a dog named Drift to win the 
Western Canadian Nursery Championship. Corey later 
sold Drift to Nigel Watkins in Wales; three Drift pups  
 
 

Recently competed in the European Nursery 
Championships. 
 
Corey gets great enjoyment helping handlers improve, 
giving them pointers, critiquing, attempting to be as hands 
on as possible, and really trying to cram as much 
information into his clinics as he can to maximize what 
handlers can take back with them to continue training and 
improving. From border collies to kelpies and crosses, 
from young dogs with only a few times on sheep to older 
dogs with entrenched undesirable habits, from brand-
new-to-herding to seasoned handlers, Corey was able to 
demonstrate and coach, with all the dogs and handlers 
showing improvement. One lie down that Catherine got 
from her new young dog Morgan was worth the price of 
admission! Wish we'd gotten it on video. This was only 
one of the many entertaining moments with the fun and 
supportive group of attendees. 
 

 
Cathie Vodden working with Corey Perry 
 

Especially appreciated too was the warm and generous 
hospitality of hosts Hugh Grant and Sheri Purcell who 
opened their home to chilled handlers (the outhouse didn't 
get many visits over the weekend!) and served up a 
marvelous lunch around the toasty wood stove both days. 
It's surprising the size of appetites generated by sustained 
brain work in a chilled body. Many thanks go to Hugh and 
Sheri for hosting this wonderful clinic to start off the 
herding year, and to Corey for starting us off on good 
footing for the season. 

SPRING CLINIC WITH 

COREY PERRY 
 
 

Report by Cathie Vodden 

 



 
The happy handlers… 

 
The OBCC Learning and Outreach Committee hopes to have Corey back again. If you missed this clinic keep 
your eyes peeled for the next – it will fill fast! 
 
 

 
 
The 2014 Education and Outreach Committee was 
formed at the OBCC Annual General Meeting. 
Under the leadership of Helen Dunning, the four of 
us, (Cathie Vodden, Lynn Johnston and Helen 
Knibb), considered what OBCC already does well, 
opportunities for new kinds of activities, and the 
challenges of meeting the needs of a small, widely 
dispersed OBCC membership.  We reflected on our 
own learning experiences and needs on the trial 
field, in farm work, or in practice. We asked some 
difficult questions – why do so few novice handlers 
in Ontario continue through to competition? How do 
we recruit and promote skill development when 
there are few, accessible, flocks and coaches? 
Through brainstorming, discussion and some reality 
checks we began to develop a program for the 2015 
season that focusses on the needs of novice 
handlers and newly started dogs. 
The activities this year are designed to serve several 
purposes. We wanted to try a range of different 
formats, some well-established such as a clinic, 

some new, or new to OBCC. We wanted to promote 
access to training for handlers, particularly novice 
handlers, who are challenged by distance and 
location to get any form of help, as well as continuity 
in their learning.  We felt it important to try and link 
activities together, so that rather than isolated 
events, members could build on their skills during 
the season and see connections between them. We 
also wanted to get a better understanding of what 
works and where we can improve in our format and 
delivery, so will be asking for, and collating 
feedback.  We wanted new handlers to feel truly 
welcomed, and we wanted to develop a program 
that would be valued as an OBCC member benefit. 
 
We began the season with the Corey Perry Clinic 
aimed at novice handlers with novice dogs and held 
in late March. Corey was chosen for his easy, 
personable style and flexibility in developing a 
thoughtful program that matched the dog’s needs 
with the handler’s abilities.  The clinic and lesson day 

The OBCC Education and Outreach Committee 
 

Plans for the 2015 Season 

 
 

 



   

were highly rated by those attending and the 
camaraderie was much warmer than the weather. 
We also welcomed a first-time, novice handler. 
Next, is an effort to increase access to coaching by 
bringing an open handler/trainer to a more central 
location, periodically, throughout the summer.  The 
goal is to provide important continuity in training 
while reducing travel time and costs for multiple 
handlers. This year, the guest coach is Mary 
Thompson, and the central location is Swaledale, 
near Port Perry. Four blocks of lessons have been 
scheduled over the trial season. If successful, the 
model could be replicated in future years with 
different coaches and/or locations. 
 
In between the lessons, Tracy Hinton and Helen 
Dunning will continue to support Herding House 
League with four sessions also planned at 
Swaledale. This year, House League will alternate 
with lessons, so there is also the opportunity for skill 
development and guided practice around themes 
explored with Mary. House League has proven to be 
a useful (and fun) format for handlers to work 
through some common issues and exercises with 
peers. 
 
Also in the early stages of development is a different 
kind of support - mentorships for novice handlers 
during the trial season.   This was implemented once 
before by OBCC, and this season we will also be 
borrowing from the successful NEBCA model.  We’ll 

be working on clearly defining the roles of mentors 
(open handlers) and mentees (novice handlers) as 
well as matching personalities for the pilot project.  
Switching formats again, some articles are proposed 
for the end of year OBCC newsletter that will be 
based on interviews with, and the reflections of, 
experienced handlers. 
 
In addition to the actual events, one of our 
secondary goals is that as novice handlers, Lynn, 
Cathie, and I get to walk through the process of 
planning and implementing the activities, including 
costing, promotion, and stock handling for clinics. All 
three of us recognize the generous support we have 
been given by open handlers, and wanted to put 
something back into the club by sharing the work 
load and taking increasing responsibility for some of 
the operational side. It’s been a good learning 
experience. 
 
As events are confirmed, updates will be posted to 
the OBCC web site and on Facebook. Members can 
choose to engage in a ‘series’ of events or can 
attend ‘one-off’, activities. Together with the regional 
trials, we’re hoping that the season shapes up to be 
a rich and stimulating one for novice handlers. In 
addition, a parallel series of activities is being 
developed by and for open handlers to meet their 
needs.  If you have any ideas you’d like to share, 
please let us know.  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Proposed Calendar of Events at Swaledale 
 
Lessons with Mary Thompson are scheduled for the following dates, based on 
demand. Sessions are 30 minutes in length at a cost of $40.00 per lesson and 
handlers can book more than one lesson per day and/or bring more than one dog. 
For more details and registration, (payment is required in advance) please check 
the OBCC web site and/or Facebook page. 
 

May 23-24 (Sat/Sun) 
June 20-21 (Sat/Sun) 
July 21 – (Tues) could be 2 days if sufficient demand  
Sept 2 – (Wed) 

 
Herding House League is scheduled for: 

April 30 (Thurs) 
June 1 (Mon) 
July 9 (Thurs)  
Sept 10 (Thurs) 
 

Sessions run from about 5.45 p.m. until dusk. Please contact Tracy Hinton or Helen 
Dunning for more information as the number of participants is limited. Cost is $40 
per session. 



OBCC MEMBER SURVEY 
 
Thanks to OBCC members for helping with this 
recent survey. The Board will study the results and 
use them to help move us forward. We care about 
your opinions! We hope you find these interesting 
reading.  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Dianne Devison working with Corey Perry 



 

 
 
 

Janet Weir (1935 – 2014) 
 
A familiar face is missing from the dog trial scene; that is 
of Janet Weir. The wife of Ivan Weir, Janet travelled 
extensively with him across Canada and 
the US from small trials to the largest. 
Where Ivan was, Janet was not far 
behind. 
 
Ivan was an immigrant from Ireland when 
they met. They feel in love and got 
married and had two daughters. The two 
of them bought a farm in Lansdowne and 
raised sheep and Border Collies.  Janet 
attended with Ivan some of the first trials 
in Ontario. Janet and Ivan moved to Texas 
where they remained for fourteen years 

working on a cattle, goats and sheep ranch.  She was the 
one who looked after the pups and helped in the ground 
work of the Border Collies in training.   After moving back 
to Canada they continued to breed and import Irish dogs.   

 
 
In later years Janet became somewhat 
immobile and could be found sitting in the 
truck for a birds- eye view of the trial field. 
She loved to watch the Borders work. 
Janet was also well known at many trials 
for her homemade butter tarts, always 
welcome by the handlers. I am sure she 
introduced many Americans to their first 
butter tart. 
 
She will be missed….Lorna Savage 

 
 
 
 

Vergil Holland 
 

On April 15, 2015 the North American herding community 
lost one of its most illustrious members:  Vergil Holland. 
 
Vergil was a sheep farmer and a top handler, trainer and 
breeder of Border collies.  He was a superb teacher.    
Based in Kentucky for the last 20 years of 
his life, he was the author of one of the few 
useful texts on training sheepdogs:   
Herding Dogs:  Progressive Training, 
published in 1994.   In 2011 he was 
Reserve Champion at the USBCHA Finals 
with Brooke.   In 2010 he was one of the 
judges of the Canadian Championship 
held at Kevan and Kim Gretton’s farm in 
Woodville, ON.    He was a founder of the 
Kentucky Bluegrass Sheepdog Trial and 
for many years ran the Turkey Trot trial on 
their own farm in November. He was a 
tough competitor always, but I knew him 
as a teacher and friend. 
 
Vergil and his wife Annemarie opened their Kentucky 
home to many Ontario handlers over the last years of his 
life.   Several good young dogs have arrived in Ontario 
from Vergil in the last few years:    Viki Kidd’s Reed, 

Cynthia Palmer’s Duke, my Kelly and Nicky, Helen 
Dunning’s Sis.    Many happy hours have been spent on 
their hilly field training dogs, and in their home chatting 
dogs.    He was always available on the phone for advice 
and a chat. 
 
I had my last lesson with Vergil in early March.    Sick as 

he was, he got on the four-wheeler and 
came up to that hill and gave me a jim-
dandy lesson with Kelly.  He had me 
marching here, there, and back again.   
"Take that whistle off the lanyard, put it in 
your mouth and don't take it out."  Up the 
hill.   Over there.   “Send her again.    Stop 
her.    Walk her up.   WALK HER UP! “    
And finally, when I was just about done and 
we finally did something right, he called out 
"There you are young lady, now you're 
trainin' a dog!"    Just like trainin’ a dog, he 
always ended his trainin’ handlers on a 
high note. 

 
Vergil died of complications from kidney cancer and the 
last eight months of his life were brutally difficult for him 
and for Annemarie.  They dealt with it with great courage   
and dignity.    I will miss him enormously. ….Tara Dier 
 
 

 



   

Handlers are wearing the 
classic work boot look with a 
twist. One pair is accented with 
decorative stitching. The other 
a traditional fringe on the 
tongue that clearly says 
shepherd - or does it say 
Arnold Palmer. One pair is 
colourful and has a more 
feminine feel. His and Hers 
Handler’s work boots!
 

This handler risks the judge 
missing his run while he is 
distracted by these red 
leather Blundstones. 

The very experienced 
handler can expect no need 
to run after her dog and can 
therefore enjoy the comfort 
of Birkenstocks on the 
training field. 
 

 

 

I OBCC 2015 Events Calendar

Date Event/Location Judge 
Category 
& Classes 

Contact 

July 11, 12 
Shepherd’s Crook 
Benefit Trial 

TBD 
N/N, P/N 
Ranch 
Nursery 

Viki Kidd 
vkidd@rogers.com

August 1,2,3 80 Acres Alf Kyme (Lanc/UK.) Open 
Amanda Milliken 
613 531-9405 
613 546-1451

August 5,6,7,8,9 
Kingston Sheepdog Trial 
at Grass Creek 

Alf Kyme (Lanc/UK.)  
Haley Hunewill 
(Smith Valley, NV) 

Open 
Amanda Milliken 
613 531-9405 
613 546-1451

September 26-29 Indian River SDT Tom Lawrenson 
N/N, P/N, 
Ranch, 
Nursery, Open 

Cynthia Palmer 
cjpalmer@nexicom.net 

October 1,2,3,4 Shepherd’s Crook SDT 
Richard Smith 
(Cotswold, England) 

N/N, P/N, 
Ranch, 
Nursery, Open 

Viki Kidd 
vkidd@rogers.com 

October 16,17,18 Butternut Creek SDT TBD 
N/N P/N 
Nursery, Open 

Amanda Milliken 
613 531-9405 
613 546-1451 

More on Handler Footwear…. 
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