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WANT TO JOIN US? 
 

On September 22, 1984, the Ontario Border Collie Club was 

formed near King City, Ontario. An enthusiastic group had 

gathered for a trial near Winchmore farm, and they sat down 

after supper on Saturday night to draw up the aims and 

objectives of the new club. 
 

The primary objective of the club is to promote the traditional 

herding ability of the Border Collie by holding trials and training 

clinics. The club also encourages obedience and other non- 

traditional uses of the dog. 
 

It was decided to publish a newsletter a few times each year to 

keep members up to date on upcoming activities. The club 

members are mainly farm people with a high regard for and a 

common interest in the Border Collie. We want to maintain the 

dog’s natural working instinct and hope to prevent it turning into 

nothing more than another show dog, 
 

If you have an interest in working dogs on stock, or are interested 

in being an informed spectator at sheep dog trials, please fill out 

the online membership form and send it along with your cheque 

to:  Teresa Castonguay, 716 Mitchell Rd, RR #2, Warkworth, ON 
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 From the Editor  
 
As winter approaches, I find 
myself, once again, hoping 
that we will be able to train 
all through the season. So 
far that has never 
happened in my area, 
although some areas in 
south western Ontario are 
lucky enough to be able to 
do so. 

 
Winter gives me some downtime in which to 
reflect on my runs during the previous year. I 
relive some of my more successful runs and 
analyse what my friend and I call our “if only” 
runs. If only, I had given that flank sooner. If only, 
I had closed the pen gate a little sooner. If only, 
I had stopped my dog sooner. If only ……. You 
get the picture. 
 
I make time to watch you tube videos and DVDs 
of great runs by top handlers, hoping to glean 
some golden nuggets to make my handling and 
training better. This winter down time can renew 
our resolve to try harder, to try new approaches 
and look forward to Spring training with new 
energy and focus. 
 
It’s been a very busy year in Ontario so whether 
winter means continued training or reflective 
down time for you, I look forward to seeing 
everyone again in the Spring. 
 
Helen Dunning 
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President’s Message 
 

 
I want to thank Werner, Tracy, Sheri and Teresa as fellow board members.  
We thank Teresa and Sheri for their service as they will be retiring from the 
Board.  Sheri is off to chartered waters and Teresa working and taking a 
break from her tenure as a board member.   
 

We had a busy trial year and enjoyed the camaraderie of many in the 
herding community and I have enjoyed watching fellow competitors. The 
dogs and handlers have improved this year.  Many of our members travelled 
down to the Finals and it was a pleasure to watch them through the tweets 
and text messages that came in to us.   

 

As I write this, I’m at the final trial of the season and the sheep are spritely, the field is exceptionally wet for 
November but the competition is great, the food warm and fulfilling and the company of my friends is not to be 
compared. 
 

Cynthia Palmer 
 
 

A Message from the Board 
 

The 2017 Annual General Meeting of the Ontario Border Collie Club will be held on November 18, 2017 at 
1 pm at the home of Tracy Hinton.  Email tracyhinton@gmail.com for directions. 

Please go to the members area of the OBCC website for the Agenda and Proxy forms. 
 

As a Board, we have two different items we would like to vote on at the AGM.  Please read and be prepared to vote 
on the two items below at the AGM or via proxy. 
 
A.  First is the inclusion of electronic voting or remote voting via either internet, telephone or other options as 

they become available.  The language is included below: 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE ONTARIO BORDER COLLIE CLUB (the “Corporation”) 
 
WHEREAS the membership of the Corporation is widely distributed geographically; AND WHEREAS the Annual 
General Meeting of the Corporation is usually held in the winter, when driving conditions are difficult; 
 
RESOLVED THAT the following substitutions and additions to the By-laws of the Corporation be and they are 
hereby approved, subject to confirmation by the members in accordance with the provisions of Article 49.0 the said 
By-laws, namely by mail-in vote following discussion at the next Annual General Meeting: 
 
1. Section 12.0 of the By-laws is hereby deleted and the following substituted therefore: 
 
12.0 Quorum for the annual general meeting or for a general meeting of the Corporation shall be a minimum of 8 
members of the Corporation present in person, by proxy or by telephonic or electronic means. 
 
2. Section 5.1 is added to the By-laws: 
 
5.1 any person entitled to attend a meeting of the Corporation may participate in the meeting by telephonic or 
electronic means that permits all participants to communicate adequately with each other during the meeting if the 
Corporation makes such means available. A person so participating in a meeting is deemed to be present at the 
meeting 
 
3. Section 6.2 of the By-laws is hereby deleted and the following substituted therefore: 
 
6.2 A member may vote by proxy or by telephonic or electronic means, provided that such votes can be verified as 
having been made by members entitled to vote, and, in the case of a vote by ballot, the Corporation is not able to 
identify how each member voted  
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B.  Secondly, the OBCC was approached and asked to evaluate Ranch as an official class of OBCC.  At the 

AGM a motion was put forward to investigate the addition of Ranch.   

 
The motion is as follows: 
 
It was motioned that the Board explore trial guideline changes that would include an official Ranch class. Prior to 
2017 AGM these proposed changes will be presented to the membership at large for feedback and then final draft 
presented at 2017 AGM. 
 
The class outline would look as follows: 
 
Ranch 
HANDLER:  Any level of handler 
 
DOG:  Dog of any breed that has not competed at any higher level than Ranch with more phases of work anywhere 
with the exception of those dogs identified in section 2.0 
 
The ranch course shall consist of an outrun of at least 200 yards, a lift, fetch, full drive consisting of away, cross 
and return sections of at least 250 yards and a pen 
 
The main difference from the current status quo would be tracking points in Ranch classes and the inclusion of 
winning a trophy.   
 
All current trial managers have the option to add the Ranch class and it is regularly run here in Ontario.  Sanctioning 
Ranch within the OBCC will not make it any more accessible than it currently is.   
 
Additionally, in our guidelines, we allow a new dog with a Novice handler to drop one level so an Open level trained 
dog would now drop to Ranch rather than Pro Novice.  This may be more difficult for our Novice handlers as they 
begin to work with a new dog.  This is a key issue of concern for the members of the Board. 
 
The cost of a trophy and perpetual awards would include a capital outlay of $600 for a silverplated trophy or up to 
$4000 for an equivalent trophy to the current trophies the OBCC owns.  Annual awards would add an additional 
$150 for 4-7 dogs that participate from OBCC members.   
 
One of the reasons put forward to include the Ranch class is to allow more steps as a progression towards Open.  
Since Ranch is already offered at many trials there is already this option. 
 
As a Board, we would strongly suggest to course designers to make the PN classes a more reasonable cross drive 
earlier on in the season.   
 
And lastly, in consideration of our members who are also members of NEBCA, the OBCC does not allow dogs to 
enter more than one class so we would be at odds with NEBCA which allows cross entered Open and Ranch dogs.  
Currently by not recognizing the Ranch class in OBCC, trial managers have the option to include dogs that have 
run in Open and not placed, in either Open or Ranch or both.  Because of the rules for moving up to the next class, 
there would a disconnect in the methodology that OBCC and NEBCA handles moving up to the next higher class.   
 
The Board has spent a great deal of time reviewing the motion and both the pros and cons of including an additional 
class.  We believe there are already opportunities to participate in Ranch without adding an additional OBCC class.   
 

 
 

Cynthia, Werner, Sheri, Teresa and Tracy 



 

Shepherd’s Crook Labour Day SDT 
 

By Helen Dunning 

The perfect Labour Day in the life of a sheep dog handler! 

That's exactly what Labour Day 2017 was for all who 

attended the new Shepherd's Crook Labour Day stock 

dog trial hosted and organized by Kim and Kevan Gretton 

and Tracy Hinton at the Grettons’ Shepherd's Crook farm. 

The whole event was ably judged by OBCC's own Werner 

Reitboeck. 

 

On the first day the run was a standard Open course with 

a shed, pen, single. The outrun was in the direction of 

what would be the "look back" for the Double Lift on the 

following day. It was hoped that this would give the dogs 

practice at looking for and finding sheep on the right hand 

in anticipation of the next day's competition. The dogs 

also had to navigate the ditch part way up the field on the 

outrun. The judge allowed an extra whistle to be given on 

the outrun, with no penalty, in order to warn the dog about 

the ditch if the handler felt it necessary.  

 

On the second day it was all hands on deck for the Double 

Lift. This day required two sets of pen crews, many set out 

volunteers, hazers and military like timing and 

organization. The first outrun was to the left, in a part of 

the field where the dog could see the sheep easily and 

the "look back" was to the right, in the part of the field used 

for the previous day's trial. Handlers were given the 

chance to leave the post and help their dogs with the "look 

back" if they didn't take the command within a reasonable 

length of time. The team would then fetch the sheep, 

exhaust the sheep and retire. It was a challenging course 

even for some of the more experienced dogs but some 

young dogs surprised and delighted their handlers by 

completing the course. It is rare for some handlers to get 

into a Double Lift competition so this trial was especially 

exciting as everyone got a chance to give it a try.  

 

Many thanks go to all those who helped but especially to 

Kim, Kevan and Tracy for taking the time to let us all try 

our hand at a Double Lift course. The trial was very well 

received. The camaraderie, the discussions of strategy 

and the dissection of runs all added to the overall value 

and enjoyment of the almost three days of competition. 

Kim's lasagna dinner on the first night made the handler's 

dinner a feast not to be missed.  

 

All in all, I think I can safely say that everyone in 

attendance is voting for the return of this trial next year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Handler Dog Score Handler Dog Score

Lorna Savage Tyler 107 John Palmer Mara 141

Kevan Gretton Sid 104 Chuck Dimit Joel 139

Mary Thompson Mia 98 Kevan Gretton Kai 133

Tracy Hinton Lad 97 Tracy Hinton Lad 129

Kevan Gretton Kai 95 Kevan Gretton Sid 124

Mary Thompson Teagan 95 Heather Millen Scout 123

Kathy Keats Davy 93 Heather Millen Lass 123

Tracy Hinton Dax 90 Tracy Hinton Dax 121

Fiona Robertson meG 89

Heather Millen Scout 88

Open #1

SHEPHERD'S CROOK LABOUR DAY TRIAL

Open #2

Photos by Michelle Lawrence 



 

A Supreme Time 
 

By Victoria Lamont 

The ISDS Supreme International Sheepdog Trial is a 
pilgrimage of sorts for sheepdog enthusiasts: 60 
competitors from England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales 
compete for three days to have their names added to the 
coveted plaque that has made the rounds since 1906. I, 
along with my friends Viki Kidd and Carol Guy, was lucky 
enough to attend this year’s Supreme in Aldsworth Park 
in the Cotswolds in early September. From the rock-
climbing wall to the Johnny Cash tribute band (Johnny 
Crash) to the throng of studly young shepherds around 
the bar to an appearance by Princess Anne, you know this 
is no ordinary sheepdog trial.  

After stocking up on caffeine and making our way through 
a plethora of accents and languages to our grandstand 
seats, we got our first good look at the trial field. The 
supreme course would involve a 1000 yard outrun over a 
hill and through a forest. To make it that far, teams would 
first have to survive the qualifying course, which 
compared to any of the bigger courses in North America 
in size and scope. The flock consisted of North Country 
mules hand-picked for consistency of physique and 
working style. For the qualifying round, every handler 
worked fresh sheep trucked in on the day. Every team 
was equally challenged by sheep that rewarded good 
dogwork but were unforgiving if babied or pushed too 
hard.  For the two days of qualifying we were treated to 
exceptional dog work (I saw only one grip and no wrecks) 
punctuated by lively conversation and even a chance to 
try our hand riding Shawn the bucking sheep.  
 

The brace competition was a particular treat for we North 
Americans, who often hear about the wonder of two dogs 
being run at the same time, but never get to see it. It is a 
miraculous thing to see two dogs alternately flank and 
stop on the cross drive and lie quietly while their partner 
sheds or pens.  
 
The Supreme course was, to quote Course Director 
Anthony “Boggy” Wormington, “a big ‘un.”  All of the dogs 
needed considerable whistling to navigate the double 
gather, which took them up a steep hill and through a 
forest, out of sight of the handler for much of the 1000 
yard distance. Two dogs were disqualified for jumping the 
temporary fence that marked the left-hand boundary. 
Others got sucked into a valley that bisected the field in 
front of the post and took them back to the handler’s feet. 
With Europeans frowning upon our North American 
exuberance, we had to stifle our urge to cheer whenever 
the sheep lifted, signaling a dog’s successful arrival at the 
top.  

The young handlers’ competition, run at lunchtime on 
Supreme day, is taken very seriously, with hundreds of 
spectators forgoing lunch to support their country’s 
representative. I was lucky enough to sit with Nigel 
Watkins and Calvin Jones as their protégé from Wales, 
Logan Williams, did them proud by winning the 
competition. I got to meet Logan afterwards and I’m happy 
to report that he is a very polite and gracious young man.  
 

2017 International Field in Aldsworth                                                                                                                                                Photo by Carol Guy 

Strategy Meeting at Lunch                                    Photo by Carol Guy 

Katy and Tsarvo                                                 Photo by Carol Guy 



Nigel Watkins secured a third-place finish despite 
completing the double-gather and cross drive with barely 

three minutes to complete the international shed and pen. 
He penned his sheep with only seconds to spare. 
Supreme winner Ricky Hutchinson’s Jock (who I’m told 
likes to steal Ricky’s hat while riding the quad) was clean 
and commanding, but the sentimental favorite was Jock’s 
sire Sweep, multiple English national champion, who was 
runner up to his son. I was blown away by Sweep’s 
authority on the drive and his pen work—he held his side 
freely and with no direction that I could detect, enabling 
Ricky to apply the significant pressure needed on his own 
side to pen sheep that were not going in without a fight. 
Ricky’s Supreme win was especially sweet as it was the 
first by an Englishman in 30 years. 
 
As the crowd dispersed and trophies and honors were 
bestowed, I heard people say that this particular Supreme 
will go down as one of the most challenging in the history 
of the event. It’s kind of cool that I got to be there. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Ricky Making History.  AWESOME                           Photo by Carol Guy 

Chipping Camden....a beautifully unique place 

Stonehenge at Dawn              Photos by Carol Guy 



 

The Graze 
 

By Cathie Vodden 

For four weeks in August I found myself keeping track of 
hundreds of loose sheep in the gullies and hidden trails of 
Deadman, Middle Road, Three Fields and Tadpole Road. 
My two dogs and I had to learn fast on the 400-hectare 
forestry grazing project outside of Chetwyn, B.C. 
 

Ken Price, whose sheep 
farm is near Dawson 
Creek, was slated to go 
the Worlds this summer 
with his dog Syd. Ken 
did a lot of cut block 
grazing throughout the 
1990's in its heyday as 
an environmentally 
friendly reforesting tool. 
He's back in the 
business again and had 
his flock of almost 700 
Cheviot cross sheep, 
two kids, half a dozen 
border collies, 3 quads, 
travel trailer, skid steer, 
and hog wire night pen 
set up in this area for 

80 days this summer. Forestry companies are required to 
replant wherever 
they've done clear 
cut logging and the 
purpose of the 
grazing is to help 
coniferous seedlings 
compete for sunlight 
by reducing native 
vegetation. In most 
regions aerial 
spraying of 
herbicides is the 
cheapest method, 
but this can't be used 
in watershed areas 
for obvious reasons. 
Interested in 
exposing my dogs to 
real work, I signed 
on. 
 
I am no stranger to this kind of country, having spent many 
years in the East Kootenays in B.C. but, both the terrain 
and the size of flock, were new to my dogs. I had made 
efforts to toughen up my dog's feet before going but the 
debris left behind from the logging on the already rough 
ground took its toll on all the dogs' feet and it became a 
morning ritual to fashion booties from duct tape for their 
feet. The work was strenuous for the dogs, from trailing 
the flock out in several groups to the area to be grazed for 

the day, to the 
outrunning and 
pushing work 
throughout the day. 
They then had to trail 
them back at the end 
of the day. The dogs 
were almost 
constantly moving. 
There were always 
three people and four 
dogs to keep the 
sheep somewhat 
compactly in the spot 
we chose for the day 
and there was usually 
at least one time 
during the day when 
some sheep would decide they wanted a change in their 
locale and head off, unnoticed, down a gully or through 
some particularly bushy patch for greener pastures. And, 
of course, they drew the others behind. And, like a slow 
leak from a tire which, if not noticed early enough, leaves 
you with a flat tire, this kind of leak lead to a lot of work to 
locate and return the wanderers to the main flock. This 
resulted in reduced man/dog power on the main flock thus 

making it difficult to 
keep them settled. It 
was a kind of 'divide 
and conquer' 
strategy by the 
sheep.  Whoever 
thinks sheep are 
stupid should do this 
work. They were 
very skilled and 
eager to find trails or 
roads to take them to 
the greener 
pastures. Sheep can 
cover a lot of ground 
in short order when 
motivated! And they 
were not happy 
about being stopped 
and turned back. 
This was always the 

hardest work for the dogs. I was at a distinct 
disadvantage, not being as familiar as Ken with the area, 
and therefore not becoming aware of the potential draws 
for wily sheep. This was good experience in learning 
about 'sheep behavior’ and there was lots of incentive to 
learn fast! I'm way more inclined to prevention than 
recovery! 
 
 

These are what it's all about. 

 

Before the sheep 

The grazing effect.                           

Notice the pine seedling lower left. 

 

Easy to have sheep go missing in this. 



That brings me to the quads which were another part of 
the steep learning curve on this job. I have some riding 
experience, but in pretty tame terrain. Nowadays the 
forestry companies create roads into the back country for 
their use. Then they decommission them when they've 
finished logging, in order to limit access to the back 
country again. They do this by digging a series of deep, 
steep trenches across the side roads near where they 
leave the main road. This effectively prevents anything 
but ATVs from getting onto these side roads. They then 
dig frequent shallower erosion ditches across the roads at 
frequent intervals. There were sheep who would sneak 
off. They loved using these side roads to take them to 
greener pastures, and we needed to follow them, usually 

in great haste. While 
the sheep could and 
did get in anywhere, 
we were required to 
quad down the main 
road and then access 
the side road that 
would take us closer to 
the sheep. This meant 
navigating these 
trenches to find the 
escapees. This was 
“extreme quadding”!  
The Tadpole, the 
Middle, and the Mud 
roads were particularly 
bad. I was terrified by 
the trenches and 
frustrated by the 

ditches, and was only briefly disappointed when my quad 
died after the first week and I was on foot for the balance. 
 
For both the dogs and I it was a very physically and 
mentally tiring gig. We were on our feet all day, every day, 
with no time off.  After particularly hard days when the 
entire crew crawled exhausted into the trailer, the dogs 
would be too tired to eat. We humans only ate what 
required no more effort than taking the lid off a can or 
opening a bag. The dogs would immediately go to sleep 
and wake later in the night to eat the food that had been 
offered to them. You know you're tired when you're in bed 
before 8! One evening at the end of the first week I took 
the truck to town to do laundry, grab a shower (oh bliss!), 
and indulge in a Teenburger & fries. At one point during 
the shower I was surprised to notice I was covered in 
bruises, the result of tripping on the logging debris and 
falling either down or against something in my fatigued 
state. I could really empathize with how the dogs must 
have felt. Indeed, I was body sore for my whole stay on 
the graze, and it took me a week to feel rested after I'd 
come home.   
 
Ken's two main dogs, Syd and Sue, were excellent dogs 
for this kind of work. Ken raises his dogs to be thinking 

workers and very 
forward, not always 
needing to be told what 
to do.  It was 
enlightening to watch 
them go around the 
flock, turning any 
leaders back, or going 
to the head of the line 
of escaping sheep, with 
few if any whistles. 
There were some 
impressive 'look backs'. 
Some of these meant 
the dogs had to cross 
brushy creek beds and 
climb the opposite hill 
to gather escapees 
which were in the bush 
500 yards away. There 
were rarely any sheep missed. My Finn caught on fairly 
quickly but he didn't have the presence to make it easy for 
himself, and Rose was altogether too polite, but she 
became very comfortable with applying pressure. Both of 
my dogs impressed me with their efforts and the daily 
changes in their abilities. The whole experience 
deepened our relationship appreciably. It is a whole other 
level working at a job all day compared to training and 
prepping for trials.  
 
Ken has already had his contract renewed for next year 
and for double the flock size. 
 
And he'll be looking for shepherds! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

There was no shortage of blueberries, 

raspberries & huckleberries! 

Rough footing 

The Graze Master        Photo by Janet Fahey 

Article photos by Cathie Vodden 



 

Good Companions Novice Trial 
 

By Susan Moore 

September 16th and summer finally 
arrived for the second Good 
Companions Novice Trial hosted by 
Teresa Castonguay. The course 
was similar to last year but we 
found a much appreciated beautiful 
new pen. Anne Wheatley was our 
judge and Carol Guy was scribe 
and judge mentor. 
 

For the 
morning pro 
novice class, 
the sheep 
were light and 
the first turn of 
the drive was 
tight. Dogs 
couldn’t be too 
pushy. We 
saw some nice 
runs by Lousie 
Hadley with 
Tug, Cath Rae 
with Glen and 

Kim Gretton with Clint but it was the 
last run by Bruce Smart with Spice 
which showed us how it was done. 
Slow and steady and a lie down 
enabled Bruce to complete the 
course with a score of 83. 
 
For the novice class Teresa 
brought out her “boy band”. These 

are ram lambs which she had bottle 
raised. Of the 4 Novice teams, 3 of the 
dogs were first timers to the post. The 
“boys” were more cooperative for the 
young dogs and the handlers were 
encouraged to assist their dogs as 
needed.  
 
Rebecca Lawrence did a great job with 
Key and won the class with a 51. 
Everyone had more success on their 
second runs, with Rebecca and Key 
coming out on top again. 
 

We were able to escape the 
heat of the day during the 
wonderful lunch hosted by 
Teresa who catered to 
everyone’s dietary needs. 
 
For the second pro novice runs, 
the afternoon heat made the 
sheep less cooperative. If you 
didn’t make the first turn of the 
drive the sheep were off to the 
exhaust and handlers were 
asked to retire. This time Sheri 
Purcell and Ziva had the winning 
run with a 72. 
 
A big thank you to the set out crew who did a fantastic job all day. Helen Knibb 
did the honours in the pens. Kevan Gretton and Andrea de Kenedy set for pro 
novice while Tara Dier set for novice. Also thank you to Pam Moore who looked 
after the score board. 

 

  

The Judge’s Tent 

Rebecca and Key at the new pen 

Sheri and Ziva turning the post 

All article photos by Susan Moore 

Handler Dog Score Handler Dog Score

Bruce Smart Spice 83 Sheri Purcell Ziva 72

Louise Hadley Tug 75 Louise Hadley Tug 69

Catherine Rae Glen 74 Tara Dier Bernie 64

Kim Gretton Clint 69 Helen Knibb Gael 63

Helene Lawlor Kes 66 Kim Gretton Clint 56

Sheri Purcell Kelly 64 Lene Band Penny 51

Handler Dog Score Handler Dog Score

Rebecca Lawrence Key 51 Rebecca Lawrence Key 69

Lene Band Quincy 28 Susan Moore Skye 31

Susan Moore Skye 6 Lene Band Quincy 28

PRO/NOVICE PM

NOVICE/NOVICE PM

PRO/NOVICE AM

NOVICE/NOVICE AM



 

It Takes a Village 
 

By John Palmer 

A couple years ago siting around at Dave Fetterman’s trial Annie Palmer asked 
me to help out with the sheep management for the USBCHA finals if it was held in 
Virginia.  Little did I know what I was going to get into.  We had a couple of planning 
meetings at different trials.  Annie was a great leader and mobilized a team of 
workers. 
 

The trip started 5 days in advance of the trial, leaving the farm in Cynthia’s hands.  
The trip down to Middletown Virginia was uneventful in about 9 ½ hours of travel.   
 

Friday started out with hot hot weather.  There was 
a small army including Annie & Dave Palmer (no 
relation to us) pounding posts, stretching fencing 
and setting up the trial field, set out (the Virignia 
Border Collie Association took on that task) and 
overnight pens.  Dave Shoemaker was in 
Pennsylvania doing the last minute health checks 
on the ewes before sending them down to arrive on 
Sunday.  After all of the post pounding I think I 
could now be a professional fencer!  The blisters on 
workers hands were evidence of the dedication and 
long hours. 
 

Contrary to the weather in Ontario it was really dry 
in Virginia, the arrival of sheep on Sunday signaled much watering and over 80 square bales 
every day to keep the sheep well fed and satisfied.  Tuesday the main event started.  Early 
each morning the sheep were moved from their night graze to field/set out pens for their trial 
commitments.  Hay, water and salt had to be placed everywhere to keep the key participants 
for the trials in tip top shape.   
 

There were countless volunteers at both the nursery and open field exhaust that shepherded 
the trial sheep safely to their exhaust pens.  Great sheep work by those volunteers.  It didn’t 
always go smoothly as a rogue ewe decided to test out her ability to swim but discovered the 

pond was a mud bog.  With the ewe weighed down in the mud, Dennis Edwards showed his roping abilities and lassoed 
the ewe to be pulled out of the mud and back to the ewe flock.  There were plenty of people always willing to help!   
 

I only touched on a few people that helped with the sheep management.  There were so many others that made the trial 
run efficiently and smoothly: the administration, the trial management, the field management and hospitality staff. Spectators 
were treated to a well-run spectacle of the top dogs from across North America.  
 

During the busyness of the week, I often heard references to how well the people from Ontario and the OBCC managed 
their trials to make them high quality and you could see the efforts of those skills.  We need to continue to work together to 
have great trials for our stock dog community.    

Photo by John Palmer 

The Sheep                        Photo by John Palmer 

Rescue of the Rogue Ewe                                                                                                                                           Photos by Clint Boze 



 

Ontario’s Autumn Triple Crown 
 

By Carol Guy 

Every autumn we eagerly anticipate 
the Triple Crown trial series.  This 
year was no different.  The 
handlers’ dinners were marvelous – 
everything from a full Thanksgiving 
turkey dinner with all the fixins to 
Caribbean curry and more!  We are 
so very fortunate to have such 
fabulous hosts.  
 
The series began with three days at 
Shepherd’s Crook, Kim & Kevan 
Gretton’s lovely farm. The first and 
third days Open was run with the 
Novice classes being on Sunday. 
The weather started out warm and 
sunny and reverted to a predictable 
fall rain on the second and last 
days.  The sheep were consistent 
and fit and moved well around the 
course.  The runs were judged 
consistently by Annie O’Toole who 
also provided feedback on many of 
the scoresheets. This was greatly 
appreciated by many of the 
handlers and in particular the 
novice ones.  Annie’s great sense 
of humour and comradery made 
her such a wonderful addition to the 
series.  Viki Kidd, the trial secretary, 
and the judge set a course that was 
both challenging and fair.  The first 
Open outrun was a straight fetch 
across a culvert in the middle of the 
shallow ditch which runs across the 
field midway down, then around a 
hurdle and a dog leg to the fetch 
panels.  The exhaust pen located 
outside the course at about 7oclock 
made this especially fun as the day 

progressed. The pen proved 
challenging to many handler and 
dog teams resulting in many 
incomplete runs. The second Open 
was a dogleg fetch to the panels 
which forced the sheep down into 
the ditch instead of across the 
culvert, which again made for 
challenging fetches.  The pen was 
a straight line from the shedding 
ring on this go.  
 
The second trial was hosted by 
Cynthia & John Palmer at their farm 
in scenic Indian River and again the 
running was consistent and fairly 
judged by Ken Price, who gave us 
some humorous moments.  The 
sheep were pretty consistent with 
the odd dark faced one from 
previous years who was wise to the 
game and not necessarily on board 
with it all.  The first day was sunny 
and mild and the running good.  The 
first Open was a right hand drive 
and then into the shedding ring then 
pen.   The second Open was a left 
hand and many handlers misjudged 
the cross drive panel location or 
made it and had wide turns which 
were very costly to their scores.  A 
few sheep thought it a good plan to 
exit the trial by running to the area 
behind the judge thus disappointing 
several handlers. Good field and 
good sheep and always lots of fun 
at the Palmers. 
 
The third and final leg of the week 
took us to the farm of Sheri Purcell 

and Hugh Grant.  It is a beautiful 
location. The hardwood forest lines 
three sides of the large trial field 
that gently slopes to the north.  The 
trial was judged by Werner 
Reitboeck. We ran on two ewes and 
a lamb from their mixed flock.   The 
sheep were easy to set but once 
they were lifted they would instantly 
run downhill to the right due to the 
magnetic draw to the barnyard. 
Many dogs followed this line 
instead of covering the sheep and 
bringing them down the fetch line.  
The first Open day included an 
enormous drive, with a pen then 
single although I seemed to 
mysteriously forget this once I got to 
the post!!!!  The right hand drive 
away took the sheep up the field 
near to the base of the slope and 
then across and up the field on a 
diagonal to the cross drive panel 
then into the pen then a single.  The 
sheep are notoriously difficult to 
separate…. lots of dancing went on 
to get a gap and pull the dog, kinda 
like getting unstuck from a glue 
trap…lol… but do-able.  The 
second Open go was a lefthand 
drive with a pen then a single and 
the drive was still huge even with 
my binos.  
 
Thanks to all the hosts and 
volunteers for helping to keep this 
series going and congratulations to 
all the handlers!  See you down the 
road. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shepherd’s Crook:  Lorna & Tyler; Cynthia and Duke            Photos by Michelle Lawrence 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 Handler Dog Score Handler Dog Score

Patrick Gosselin Max 70 Patrick Gosselin Max 71

Patrick Gosselin Drew 69 Patrick Gosselin Drew 70

Rebecca Lawrence Key 53 Stacey Rember Nell 63

Blake Anderson Euchre 36 Rebecca Lawrence Key 42

Handler Dog Score Handler Dog Score

Amanda Milliken Hazel 79 Cynthia Palmer Pippy 87

Mary Thompson Creed 72 Viki Kidd Ella 85

Viki Kidd Ella 64 Amanda Milliken Hazel 83

Stacey Rember Shep 59 Victoria Lamont Dram 76

Kim Gretton Clint 57 Kim Gretton Clint 72

Victoria Lamont Dram 53 Lorna Savage Ace 68

Handler Dog Score Handler Dog Score

Anne Weatley Dusk 80 Roger Millen Mattie 83

Kate Ash Kate 71 Louise Hadley Tug 79

Cathie Vodden Finn 67 Beth Murray Buddy 76

Beth Murray Buddy 65 Anne O'Toole Pippin 72

Roger Millen Mattie 61 Anne Weatley Dusk 67

Marie Sawford Jill 57 Kate Ash Kate 67

Handler Dog Score Handler Dog Score

Tracy Hinton Lad 92 Chuck Dimit Trace 101

Kevan Gretton Kai 91 Chris Bowen Bella 100

Cheryl Jagger WilliamsRuby 88 Kevan Gretton Kai 100

Kevan Gretton Sid 88 Kathy Farkos Dyna 96

Tracy Hinton Dax 87 Lorna Savage Tyler 94

Mary Thompson Mia 85 Tracy Hinton Lad 93

Mary Thompson Jake 83 Kate Ash Roy 91

Lorna Savage Tyler 82 Kathy Farkos Win 91

John Palmer Dutch 82 Dick Williams Mick 91

Heather Millen Scout 81 Viki Kidd Macy 90

Fiona Robertson Fen 81 Roger Millen Jessie 89

Mary Thompson Paris 79 Heather Millen Scout 89

Ranch #2

Pro/Novice #2

Open #1

INDIAN RIVER

Open #2

Novice/Novice #1

Pro/Novice #1

Ranch #1

Novice/Novice #2

Handler Dog Score Handler Dog Score Handler Dog Score Handler Dog Score

Patrick Gosselin Drew 69 Victoria Lamont Dram 85 Lorna Savage Tyler 94 Tracy Hinton Lad 94

Patrick Gosselin Max 69 Kelly Morrow Spot 74 Kevan Gretton Sid 89 John Palmer Mara 90

Rebecca Lawrence Key 60 Bruce Smart Spice 73 Amanda Milliken Howell 88 Kevan Gretton Kai 90

Kelly Morrow Dara 58 Viki Kidd Ella 71 John Palmer Mara 87 Mary Thompson Jake 89

Tania Costa Jake 53 Lorna Savage Ivy 68 Kevan Gretton Kai 86 Fiona Robertson meG 89

Anne Wheatley Jesse 55 Marilyn Terpstra Eve 86 Viki Kidd Macy 89

Mary Thompson Paris 86 Mary Thompson Mia 89

Mike Schragel Jaff 85 Lorna Savage Tyler 87

Handler Dog Score Handler Dog Score Viki Kidd Macy 84 Marilyn Terpstra Eve 87

Patrick Gosselin Drew 77 Roger Millen Mattie 86 Tracy Hinton Lad 84 Dick Williams Mick 86

Rebecca Lawrence Key 74 Cathie Vodden Finn 77 Tracy Hinton Dax 84 Werner Reitboeck Sigi 86

Blake Anderson Euchre 73 Kate Ash Kate 73 Diane Cox Wull 83

Louise Hadley Tug 70

Lynn Johnston Finn 68

Beth Murray Buddy 68

Handler Dog Score Handler Dog Score

Victoria Lamont Dram 82 Kate Ash Wick 81

Lorna Savage Ace 75 Cathie Vodden Finn 80

Mary Thompson Creed 73 Beth Murray Buddy 77

Lorna Savage Ivy 67 Roger Millen Mattie 76

Kelly Morrow Spot 64 Natalie Labelle Mia 73

Anne Wheatley Jesse 63 Chris Bowen Chance 66

Pro/Novice #1

Open #1

Ranch #2

SHEPHERD'S CROOK

Novice/Novice #2 Ranch #1

Pro/Novice #2Novice/Novice #1 Open #2

Handler Dog Score Handler Dog Score

Rebecca Lawrence Key 65 Rebecca Lawrence Key 74

Patrick Gosselin Drew 65 Patrick Gosselin Max 71

Tania Costa Jake 47 Patrick Gosselin Drew 68

Lene Band Quinn 40

Patrick Gosselin Max 39

Handler Dog Score Handler Dog Score

Kelly Morrow Spot 79 Mary Thompson Creed 78

Victoria Lamont Dram 78 Victoria Lamont Dram 74

Viki Kidd Ella 67 Viki Kidd Ella 72

Lynn Johnston Eve 58 Lynn Johnston Eve 69

Mary Thompson Creed 58 Sheri Purcell Kelly 67

Lorna Savage Ace 57 Lorna Savage Ace 66

Handler Dog Score Handler Dog Score

Louise Hadley Tug 74 Kate Ash Wick 81

Cathie Vodden Finn 72 Cathie Vodden Finn 79

Kate Ash Wick 70 Roger Millen Mattie 74

Anne Wheatley Dusk 69 Nathalie Labelle Mia 69

Beth Murray Buddy 65 Kate Ash Kate 59

Anne O'Toole Pippin 64

Handler Dog Score Handler Dog Score

Lorna Savage Tyler 92 Dick Williams Dave 92

Tracy Hinton Dax 91 Heather Millen Lass 89

Tracy Hinton Lad 91 Heather Millen Scout 88

Cheryl Jagger Williams Ruby 88 Marilyn Terpstra Lola 87

Mary Thompson Mia 86 Tracy Hinton Lad 87

Fiona Robertson meG 85 Lorna Savage Kaylee 82

John Palmer Dutch 85 Dick Williams Mick 81

Dick Williams Dave 84 Bruce Smart Hemp 77

Ken Price Syd 84 Mary Thompson Jake 77

Viki Kidd Macy 81 John Palmer Mara 76

Chuck Dimit Trace 81 Mike Schragel Jaff 76

Helen Dunning Sis 80 Viki Kidd Macy 74

Andrea deKenedy Moss 80

Open #2Open #1

SWALEDALE 

Novice/Novice #1 Novice/Novice #2

Ranch #1

Pro/Novice #1 Pro/Novice #2

Ranch #2



 

Wool, Wonderful Wool 
 

By Alice Guthrie 

Marvelous, versatile wool!  A natural fibre used for 
centuries to provide clothing and so many other products, 
wool is unmatched in many ways. It is versatile enough to 
be used in dozens of applications, from clothing to 
carpets, fabrics for upholstery and a myriad of other 
uses.  It repels water, keeping the wearer dry for longer 
than synthetic fibres and it resists fire (not fully fireproof, 
but much slower to ignite than other materials).  It 
insulates, keeping the wearer warmer in winter, and 
cooler in summer, accomplishing this by absorbing 
moisture from the skin and providing a pocket of air within 
its structure, which helps to insulate.  It retains its shape. 
A woolen garment can be squeezed and wrinkled, yet it 
will return to its original shape once let go.  Of course, 
washing is not quite as simple as throwing it into a 
machine and then drying it in another.  That would result 
in a tangled mess much smaller than it was 
originally.  More care must be taken, but the results are 
so worthwhile. 

 Many people don’t realize that each breed of sheep has 
its own unique wool characteristics, from long lustrous 
curls to short tightly coiled locks.  Even within a breed 
there can be a great amount of variation in quality.  Wool 
can be loosely classed in three categories, Longwool, 
Fine wool and Down wool.   
  
Longwool, as the name implies, has a long staple, about 
6 – 8” for a year’s growth.  Longwool can be quite soft on 
lambs, but often coarsens as the animal ages.  Examples 
of Longwool breeds are Border Leicesters and 
Lincolns.  Fine wool breeds have soft and fine wool, the 
most fitting for clothing wool.   Breeds having fine wool 
include Merinos, Rambouillet, Columbias, and 
Corriedales.  Most of the sheep in Ontario are of the Down 
wool variety, which includes breeds such as Suffolk, 

Dorset, Hampshire, Cheviot, Southdown, Oxford and 
others.  These breeds were developed in the ‘downs,’ the 
lower areas of England or Scotland, and their names 
originally included the word ‘down’ – ie. Suffolk Down, 
Dorset Down.  This type of wool tends to be medium in 
length, and of a heavier diameter than fine wool.  Clothing 
made from these wools is often scratchy, and is best used 
as outerwear rather than against the skin.  The Down 
breeds are primarily used for meat production.  In addition 
to these groups, there are also sheep with heavy coarse 
coats such as Scottish Blackface and Romanov. There 
are also hair sheep, which eliminate the need for 
shearing. 

  

A Corriedale ewe. This breed provides a fine wool fleece 

which is soft and tightly crimped. 

A group of Border Leicester ewes on fall pasture. These are 

longwool sheep, with a fleece that is strong and has a lustrous sheen. 

A pair of Dorset ewes. This is a Down breed, raised 

primarily for meat. Their fleece is coarser in diameter, and 

has a “toothiness” to it that makes it a good felting wool 



Production of quality wool requires commitment from the 
shepherd.  First, the animals need to be in good health for 
the fibre to be strong and consistent.  If an animal is ill or 
running a fever, the wool will have a weak spot at that 
growth length.  In addition, excessive vegetable matter 
will render a fleece unusable for most purposes.  The best 
quality wool is usually found on the neck and shoulder of 
the sheep.  Of course, hay chaff is most likely to gather in 
that area, so feeder construction should be planned with 
the idea of protecting the fleece from contamination. Pens 
should be kept dry to avoid manure contamination and 
discolouration.  At shearing time it is best if the sheep 
have been fasted for a while. If they are not full there is 
less manure dropped in the holding pen to soil the fleeces 
(it is also more comfortable for the sheep when upended 
to the shearing position).  Shearers should clip in long 
even strokes and avoid second cuts which reduce the 
length of the sheared staple.  Ideally, the entire fleece 
should come off in one piece, not in scattered bits. 

 
 Once the fleece is off, care is also needed.  The fleece 
can be loosely bundled onto a skirting table.  It should be 
placed, cut side down, and laid out as it came off the 
sheep.  The producer then needs to go through the raw 
fleece, removing loose dirt, vegetable matter (if possible), 
manure tags or any other matter that doesn’t 
belong.  Once this is completed, remove belly wool, and 
discoloured bits (for example black wool at the edge of the 
legs or badly soiled wool at the tail).  Examine the fleece 
for soundness by taking a lock, holding the open and cut 
ends, and snapping it.  Sound wool will give an audible 
snap, while weak areas will break or tear.  Check several 
areas of the fleece.  Many fleeces will have a marked 
difference in quality from area to area.  Often the rear 
quarter will be much coarser than other parts, with the 
neck and shoulder much finer.  If skirting for private sale, 
the stronger coarser parts should be packaged 
separately.  Spinners don’t appreciate paying top dollar 
for substandard product. 
  
Once you have cleaned and skirted adequately, the fleece 
should be folded in three by folding each side over the 
middle. Follow this by rolling the fleece from the rear to 
the front, which will give you a lovely look exposing the 

best part of the fleece to view.  If you need to tie, use 
paper twine made for that purpose.  Never use binder 
twine, as it is a devil to remove, and can mess up a good 
fleece. 

  
Fleece is used for many crafts as well as clothing and 
carpets et all.  Felt is popular, and sheep’s wool is far 
superior to synthetic fibres.   All sorts of things can be 
made with felt, clothing, blankets, and art objects.  Needle 
felting produces awesome art, with some artists 
producing amazing and beautiful work.  Wool is simply 
wonderful! 
 

A fine Border 

Leicester fleece 

coming off in 

excellent condition.  

Note the shearer is 

making long sweeps 

from the back right 

down the leg. 

Border Leicester fleece. This fleece is finer and has a tighter 

crimp than the breed average. Fleeces like this are highly 

sought by hand spinners. 

This blanket is 100 % wool, felted by hand, and hand designed 

by needle felting. It is made from a mix of Dorset wool to 

provide strength and fine wool to provide softness. 

All article photos by Alice Guthrie 
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